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                    MEDIA RELEASE 
 

DRAFT ANNUAL BUSINESS PLAN AND BUDGET SET A 
ROADMAP FOR MID MURRAY RECOVERY 

 
Supporting community recovery, stimulating the local economy and working towards long-term 
sustainability are the focus of the Mid Murray Council’s plans for 2020/21. 
 
In releasing its draft Annual Business Plan and Budget 2020/21, Council recognises the challenging times 
faced by the Mid Murray community and local business sector during the past year, which have been 
impacted not only by the COVID-19 crisis, but also by the long-running drought and recent Cudlee Creek 
Bushfire. 
 
Mid Murray Mayor Dave Burgess says the draft plan and budget – endorsed by Council today for 
community consultation – recognise that the coming year will be one of rebuilding for both Council and 
the Mid Murray community.  
 
“Our region has certainly felt the economic impact of these crises and it’s unclear how long this 
uncertainty will carry on,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“This has been at the front of our minds in developing the Draft Annual Business Plan and Budget. We 
know our community and business sector are facing challenges. Council too has been impacted. 
 
“We are confident that we have balanced our need to continue to work towards the long-term 
sustainability of Council with the unique needs of our community at this extraordinary time. 
 
“We are focused on finding efficiencies and reducing costs, as many in our business sector have been 
forced to do. However, we also recognise the critical importance of maintaining a program of 
infrastructure and project spending to ensure the continued delivery of essential community facilities, as 
well as stimulation to the local economy by providing work and income for our local businesses.  
 
“We will also be pursuing grant funding opportunities with the State and Federal Governments for 
projects that may further benefit our district.” 
 
Among Council’s top initiatives and projects for 2020/21 are:  

• Finalising the development of Council’s new Strategic Plan 
• Murray Coorong Trail – Construction of sections from Mannum to Kia Marina and Swan Reach to 

Nildottie  
• $1 million of drought funding projects  
• Progression of the River Murray International Dark Sky Reserve  
• Delivery of Stage 1 of the Swan Reach Master Plan  
• Road sheeting improvements in the Cudlee Creek Bushfire affected zone including Gladigau, 

Hermans, Harrogate and Pym roads  
• Stage 4 of the Murraylands Road upgrade and Truro Road renewal  
• Rating and representation reviews  
• Mid Murray Our Town 10-year Mental Health Plan  

 
In response to the economic challenges facing the community, Council has balanced the need to continue 
working towards financial sustainability with its ratepayers’ ability to pay. 
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A modest 3.4% average rate rise has been budgeted for, which equates to less than $40 per household a 
year on average. 
 
Council will also continue to offer its hardship measures for ratepayers who have been impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis or other challenges. This includes deferring rates payments without imposing fees, 
offering payment plans and other flexible repayment options. 
 
“We know that for some of our ratepayers there is a high degree of financial uncertainty at this time,” 
Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“That’s why we have minimised the proposed rate increase to ensure Council can continue to remain 
sustainable, but we’re also looking at ways we can reduce our own expenses and deliver savings and 
efficiencies for our community. 
 
“We will also continue to offer support for those who are genuinely struggling in the months to come and 
I strongly encourage anyone who needs that extra assistance to get in touch. There are ways we can help 
you and we’re all in this together.” 
 
Public consultation on the 2020/21 Draft Annual Business Plan and Budget will begin this week. For more 
information visit www.mid-murray.sa.gov.au.  
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