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COMMUNITY REFERENCE GROUP APPOINTED TO GUIDE  
MID MURRAY ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW 

 
A veterinarian, vet nurse, former dog breeder and a passionate animal advocate will work with the Mid 
Murray Council to help shape the future of dog and cat management in the region. 
 
The four skilled independent members were this week appointed to the Council’s Animal Management 
Plan Community Reference Group, which will play a vital role in developing a new draft Animal 
Management Plan. 
 
Veterinarian Dr James Vowles will join vet nurse Chloe Williamson, animal welfare advocate Alex Emmins 
and former dog breeder Avis Tolcher to provide expert advice and community input during the review 
process. They are joined on the group by Council’s Environmental Services Manager Kirsty Morgan, 
Regulatory Services Coordinator Rocky Warren and Councillor Peter Raison. 
 
Council’s Development and Environmental Services Director Jake McVicar said the members’ mix of 
experience would be invaluable. 
 
“Each of these members brings a wealth of experience and knowledge to the table, which will help us to 
create a new plan that best incorporates the needs of all sections of our community,” Mr McVicar says. 
 
“Animal management is continually changing and we want to consider all options and opportunities as 
part of this process to create a plan that encourages responsible pet ownership for the health and safety 
of our pets, our broader community and our natural environment. 
 
“Pets ownership brings many benefits and animals can have a positive impact on their owners’ quality and 
enjoyment of life, but we do need to balance this with the protection of our native wildlife and the 
community’s desire for effective management of animals causing a nuisance or safety risk.”  
 
As part of their role, the group will discuss a range of issues relating to animal management and pet 
ownership in the district, identify gaps in the current plan and provide recommendations that balance the 
needs of pet owners and non-pet owners. 
 
Once a draft Animal Management Plan has been created it will be released for wider public consultation. 
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