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Works to begin on historic Morgan Wharf 
remediation project 

 
The historic Morgan Wharf is expected to be open for public access by the busy 
summer holiday period as work is expected to commence on a partial upgrade of the 
heritage listed marine structure in coming weeks.  The Morgan Wharf has remained 
in a dilapidated state for at least the last 30 years.  Council sought funding from the 
Federal Government so that this important wharf is retained for Morgan and the 
region. 
 
Mid Murray Council has announced the tender for the $600,000 project has been 
awarded to South Australian marine construction experts Seacon Australia, with  
works including renewal of the overlay deck, safety balustrading and the construction 
of a wheelchair-friendly wooden access ramp.  The Mid Murray Council is 
contributing $300,000 to the project through loan funding. 
 
Around the turn of the century, the timber wharf measured around 168metres in 
length and was widely regarded as Australia’s busiest inland wharf. 
 
Mid Murray Council Mayor Dave Burgess says he is looking forward to seeing work 
begin on the long-awaited upgrade, a major part of the Mid Murray Maritime River 
Trail (MMMRT) project. 
 
“The Morgan Wharf is the largest remaining structure in the State representing the 
great period of river transport so it is an asset which holds significant value to our 
national maritime history,” he says. 
 
“The MMMRT project aims to reconnect the historic maritime link between Mannum 
and Morgan and is the first of its kind Australia wide, and is sure to attract plenty of 
interest from a tourism perspective once complete.” 
 
Co-funded by Council, the Mid Murray Maritime River Trail project received $716,000 
of Federal Government funding in 2016. 
 
Mid Murray Council Acting Director Infrastructure Services Dave Hassett says the 
project is expected to take some time due to the special requirements to undertake 
works on heritage listed structures. 
 
“There is a special curing process for the timber that will be used and it all has to be 
treated and proofed to protect against white ants,” he says. 
 
“Protecting the integrity of the remaining structure is paramount while the works are 
ongoing.” 
 
The wharf has been closed to the public for over a year and Mayor Burgess says 
he’s looking forward to seeing the revamped structure open for community use. 
 
“The wharf is a significant part of our region’s heritage and holds tremendous tourism 
potential from a regional, State and national perspective,” he says.  



 
 
 
 
 
“Locally, there is also plenty of potential for the wharf to be used for events, functions 
and weddings and Council is endeavouring to investigate all these opportunities as 
works continue.” 
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