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FULL STEAM AHEAD FOR NEW PLAYGROUND AT 
MANNUM’S MARY ANN RESERVE 

 
Mannum is well-known for its historic paddle steamers – but now the town has welcomed a new 
riverboat attraction that’s set to be a big hit with the kids. 
 
The Mannum has docked at the picturesque Mary Ann Reserve and will welcome all aboard soon. This is 
no ordinary riverboat, because it comes complete with its own net ladder, rock-climbing frame, slide, 
lookout and more. 
 
The boat is the centerpiece of a complete redevelopment of the reserve’s playground, which is set to 
open to the public in early-September.  
 
The new playground also has added attractions and play elements including inclusive in-ground 
trampolines and pod swing which have disability access, double swing, sand pit with digger and nature 
play items such as logs and rocks. 
 
The new playground is an initiative of the Mid Murray Council, and forms part of the first stage of 
improvements to further enhance the riverfront reserve to attract more visitors and provide residents 
with exciting new facilities to enjoy. 
 
In line with its long-term master plan for Mary Ann Reserve, the Council has already fixed erosion 
problems on the riverbank and improved traffic access and parking. 
 
Mid Murray Mayor Dave Burgess said the new playground would become a favourite for visitors and 
locals alike. 
 
“The new playground – and the magnificent Mannum – gives people a reason to rediscover our stunning 
Mary Ann Reserve, especially with school holidays only weeks away,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“It’s a place that is already treasured by many people, but we’re hopeful even more visitors will find this 
new addition the ideal reason to explore, play and stay locally.  
 
“Council has recognised the increasing tourism potential of Mary Ann Reserve, and our wider district, and 
projects such as these create vibrant new offerings that inspire people to discover the Mid Murray. 
 
“We’re excited to include the Mannum in the new playground in recognition of our district’s rich 
connection to the River Murray’s early history and the early riverboats. We hope it will encourage families 
to explore Mannum further and learn more about our past – and perhaps even inspire them to step 
aboard one of our real paddle boats.” 
 
The next stages of planned upgrades to Mary Ann Reserve will occur in the coming months prior to 
summer and include shade sails to be installed at the new playground, and the replacement of seating at 
the northern end of the reserve with eight new picnic tables and two bench seats made from recycled 
plastic.   
 



A design concept has also been drawn up for new artwork for the reserve in the form of 
timber houseboat mooring posts that will feature images and information about six past 
and present riverboat captains. 
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