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VISITORS DOUBLE UNDER NEW POOL PARTNERSHIP 
 
The Cambrai Swimming Pool has strengthened its place as a community hub, with visitor numbers more 
than doubling this summer. 
 
Extended opening hours, upgrades to the popular facility and a partnership between the Mid Murray 
Council and the new Friends of the Cambrai Pool community group have delivered a significant boost to 
both the number of swimmers and poolside visitors. 
 
During the current swimming season a total of 1182 swimmers used the pool (for December and January 
inclusive), compared with 502 patrons for the same months in the 2017/18 swimming season. 
 
In addition, there were 253 VacSwim visits in January 2019 alone, and 112 non-swimming visitors across 
December and January combined (including 90 people who enjoyed the Summer Sounds Pool Party on 19 
January). Figures also show more than 500 visitors came through the doors in the first half of February. 
 
Mid Murray Council Mayor Dave Burgess said the partnership between Council and community, through 
the Friends of the Cambrai Pool, had helped to significantly increase the pool’s popularity, and 
recommended it as a model for other rural hubs.  
 
“The Cambrai Pool has always been a valuable recreation facility for the people of Cambrai, Sedan, 
Sanderston, Black Hill and surrounds. By adjusting the opening hours and investing in upgrades, Council 
has helped make the pool more accessible and attractive to community users,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“The exceptional effort of the Friends of the Cambrai Pool committee has built on this, and is bringing 
locals back to the facility and create a fun and social atmosphere, building connections with others in the 
community. The physical and social wellbeing outcomes for our residents are clearly evident.” 
 
Council’s Community Services Director Amy Loechel says the Friends of the Cambrai Pool’s regular Friday 
night barbecues have been one of the most popular district events and a positive way to bring the 
community together. The group has planned 15 nights for the season, and aims to fundraise $1500 to 
contribute to the pool’s upgrade. 
 
The Council spent $15,000 last year ahead of the current season to improve the condition and safety of 
the 55-year-old pool by installing a new water flow rate metre, depth markers, new signage, a new ladder 
and a pool cleaner. A more significant upgrade, to the value of $256,000 will be funded through the 
Council’s $1m Federal Government Drought Communities Fund grant allocation. 
 
“During consultation in March 2018, our Cambrai community told us there was overwhelming support for 
the retention of the pool,” Ms Loechel says. 
 
“The latest patronage figures have reiterated this – whether it be for teaching children to swim, improving 
fitness or as a place to sustain and strengthen social connections in the community.  
 
“The Council is committed to further improving this valuable recreation asset.” 
 
– ENDS –  
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  
Mid Murray Council Community Services Director Amy Loechel  
P: (08) 8569 0100 | E: aloechel@mid-murray.sa.gov.au 


