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Legislative Framework 
There is no legal requirement for Council to have a policy for tree management but given the 
potential for future liability claims to be made against Council it is recognised as a desirable 
outcome to formally establish Council’s position regarding the management of its tree and 
vegetation amenity.  It is also a recommendation of the Independent Inquiry into the 
Management of Trees on Public Land, March 2010. 
 
Sections 244 and 245 of the Local Government Act 1999 provide some protection for 
Council against liability claims providing that Council has acted reasonably.  Having a policy 
in this area is seen as being reasonable, appropriate and provides Council with a strong 
position of initial protection from civil liability. 
 
Policy 
Council’s aim is desirable to maintain the tree and shrub vegetation under it’s care and 
control in a manner that enhances the amenity of the vegetation throughout the area whilst 
at the same time providing for the public safety considerations of the community. 
 
Council recognises that the task of maintaining trees is a considerable service to the 
community and the optimum desirable outcomes stated in this policy may be restricted due 
to number of factors including but not limited to: 
 
• Conflicting needs between amenity and public safety 
• Scarce resources 
• Resource needs of other services provided by Council. 
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Street Trees Generally 
A regular inspection/maintenance programme will be established and maintained to ensure 
that all street trees are inspected and maintained on a regular cycle.  The frequency of this 
programme shall not be less than one inspection every 5 years. 
 
Systems will be established to facilitate inspections with necessary intervention action to 
occur whenever a street tree concern is brought to Council’s attention. 
 
Urban or Built Up Areas  
Council should manage trees and vegetation on urban roads in accordance with the 
particular environment and circumstances of each road.  For urban roads that have lower 
speed limits and experience low levels of traffic (that is mostly local to the area), trees and 
vegetation may be managed to a smaller clearance envelope. 
 
A vertical clearance of 2.1m will be maintained for trees between the roadway and property 
boundary where a footpath exits.  A clearance of 2.0 m wide will be maintained from the 
property boundary and a shrub or small tree (under 4.5 m) on a footpath for pedestrian 
access, where the shrub/tree does not interfere with sight lines for signs, delineation devices 
or vehicles leaving or entering the roadway.  
 
It is desirable to maintain a vertical clearance of 3.5 m high for 1.0 m from the water-
table/curb onto the roadway to allow reasonable access for street sweepers, waste 
collection, and road maintenance vehicles. 
 
The Council will maintain a clearance envelope that is 5.0 m high, extending over the width 
of the travel lanes that are available for the passage of all legal road vehicles.  The level of 
clearance provided along public carriageways will be carried out after due consideration to 
the traffic speed, traffic environment and nature of the road without guaranteeing full 5.0 m 
height clearance across the full width of every Council road.  Council will ensure that at the 
very least a 5.0 m height clearance can be achieved for all standard vehicle widths at some 
location across the road width on every road. 
 

 
 

A secondary clearance envelope extending 300 mm around road side furniture will also be 
maintained.  Additional vegetation control may be undertaken on the approach side of signs 
and delineation devices to ensure that the sign is clearly visible from a distance equivalent to 
the stopping sight distance for the speed environment of the road. 
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Urban or Built Up Areas cont’d 

 
 

 
 
Street Trees Encroaching onto Private Land 
As a principle Council will not automatically ensure that street trees do not encroach into 
private land.  Council will ensure, unless the adjoining resident has specifically requested a 
lesser clearance, that street trees will be maintained: 
 
• With a 500 mm clearance above any Council boundary fence 
• With a 1.0 m clearance over any roof line on private property. 
 
Council staff will consider other applications on merit but intervention will only occur when it 
is identified that there is a genuine risk to the safety of persons or property. 
 
Private Trees Encroaching onto Council maintained Land 
Where private trees encroach into the required clearance zones for footpaths and roads as 
stated previously in this policy or other public safety issues have been identified, Council will 
take remedial action to achieve the required clearance zones on land controlled by the 
Council.  
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Trees Growing on Council Reserves or Operational Land 
Systems will be established to facilitate inspections with necessary intervention action to 
occur whenever a concern relating to a tree growing on a reserve or operational land is 
brought to Council’s attention and the action required is above Council’s minimum 
intervention levels.  Council’s maintenance programme will provide that dead limbs and 
other identified hazardous vegetation are not left in place immediately over recreational 
facilities including paths, seats, tables and playground equipment etc. 
 
At the time any recreational facility is constructed, installed or upgraded any hazardous 
vegetation will be either removed or the facility relocated as part of the construction/upgrade 
project. 
 
Tree Roots Encroaching onto Roads 
Tree roots are often blamed for cracking or other damage to nearby infrastructure such as 
driveways (including crossovers), other similar paved areas on private property and private 
pipes such as water, sewerage gas etc. 
 
Council will not accept responsibility for damages purely on the evidence that a tree is 
nearby and is a possible cause of damage.  In these instances the claimant will need to 
provide Council with some form of physical evidence of the cause before Council will take 
some form of intervening action.  Physical evidence may include the claimant exposing the 
roots under the damaged infrastructure and requesting Council to inspect. 
 
Road Construction and Maintenance 
Objectives 
 
• To construct new roads, or widen and realign roads, to meet road safety standards. 
• To design and undertake new construction projects whilst minimising the impact of the 

work on native vegetation within road reserve areas. 
 
Sealed Roads 
 
• New sealed roads (Collector roads) are to have a maximum road carriageway width of 

10m, a shoulder width of 1.5m and a verge width of 1.5m on either side of the shoulder. 
• The vertical height clearance envelope of new sealed roads is to be 5m from the edge of 

the sealed carriageway. 
 
Unsealed Roads 
 
• New unsealed Collector roads are to have a maximum carriageway width of 10m and a 

verge width of 1.5m on either side of the carriageway. 
• New unsealed Access roads are to have a maximum carriageway width of 8m and a 

verge width of 1.5m  on either side of the carriageway. 
• New unsealed Tracks are to have a maximum carriageway width of less than 4m and a 

verge width of 1.5m on either side of the carriageway. 
• The vertical height clearance envelope of all new unsealed roads is to be 5m from the 

edge of the grader line. 
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On Rural Roads 
On rural roads Council should provide the following clearance envelope: 
 
• to the outer edges of the shoulders or extending to a distance 1.5m outside the line of 

the guide posts, whichever is greater; 5.0 m 
• along verges where it is necessary to ensure sight distances are maintained; and to 

maintain a safe passage for vehicle transport along the road network, 3 metre clearance 
from edge of seal 1.5 metres from edge of grader window on unsealed roads 

• Along verges where it is necessary to ensure storm water can flow unrestricted from the 
roadway and along table drains and will be restricted to the area between the shoulder 
and the side of any roadside table drain furthest from the road. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rural Roads Clearance Envelope 
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Road Junction Visibility 
These are classified as all road junctions where traffic joins the flow of traffic from a different 
direction and should provide clear visibility for vehicular traffic to safely enter the junction. 
 
A visibility splay of 30 metres from approximately 2.5 metres back from the junction to a 
distance of 30 metres in both directions should be provided. Any clearance should be 
provided to a maximum height of 2.1 metres where possible or in severe circumstances the 
removal of the vegetation (this should be specified by the Director – Infrastructure Services). 
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Definitions 
For the purpose of this specification the following definitions apply. 
 
Agreed Access – The route through the site from the public highway to the working area, 
which, the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or a Representative from the 
Infrastructure Services team has agreed as appropriate for use during the works by the 
Infrastructure Services Team’s vehicles or plant, by vehicles or plant hired by the Council 
and by supplier’s vehicles in connection with the works. 
 
Arising – Those things which occur as a result of the works. 
 
Branch Bark Ridge – A fairly reliable external feature on the main stem or parent branch to 
the upper side of a branch or secondary branch.  A ridge of woody tissue, which separates 
the tissues of the branch or secondary branch from those of the main stem or parent branch 
(Refer Figure 1).  
 
Branch Collar – A less reliable external feature usually restricted to the lower side of the 
base of the branch at its point of attachment to a parent stem or trunk, a thickening of 
tissues, which indicates the separation between branch and stem (Refer Figure 1). 
 
Branches – The secondary sub-structure based upon a framework of limbs. 
 
Cambium – The layer of actively dividing cells between inner bark and wood. 
 
Cambium Savers – Propriety devices designed to prevent friction injury to the upper side of 
the limb or branch, which is being used by the climber as the anchor point of his climbing 
rope system or as part of the lowering rope system. 
 
Canopy – The complete outer visual surface of the tree’s crown, the term being generally 
used when the tree is in full leaf. 
 
Cavity – A hole in the tree formed by decay or damage from whatever cause. 
 
Crown – That part of a tree, which is composed of limbs, branches and foliage. 
 
Danger Zone – The area beneath and around the tree’s crown in which arising may fall or 
be dropped or thrown by the climber and in which the lowering rope system is operated.  The 
danger zone shall generally be circular and of a radius at least equal to the tree’s height.  
When felling a tree the danger zone shall be deemed to be a circle of a radius of twice the 
tree’s height. 
 
Debris – Those things which appear as a result of the works and which are of no value to 
the employer. For example sawdust and chippings created by the chainsaw whilst cutting, 
diseased wood cut from the tree being worked in or on. 
 
Dismantle – The complex take down of a tree in sections, which may or may not involve the 
removal of cut material using a lowering rope system. 
 
Epicormic Shoot – A shoot derived from a dormant bud on a main stem or branch. 
 
Ground Staff – The operative responsible for the work both on and from the ground. 
 
Limbs – The major components of the framework forming the trees crown. 
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Definitions cont’d 
Lowering Rope System – The cambium savers, ropes and strops etc. which may be used 
together and the way in which they are used to regulate the speed at which cut material is 
lowered to the ground. 
 
Operator – operative using work equipment in the performance of the works. 
 
Photographic Interpretation – The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team may be required 
to undertake work-using photographs annotated by the project officer representative as an 
aid to illustrating the specific pruning requirements. 
 
Pruning Tools – The work equipment used to remove living or dead parts of the tree.  Such 
tools may be simple hand tools (for example secateurs) or complex motorised work 
equipment (for example self-powered chainsaws). 
 
Soft Growth – Any growing part of the tree, which has not undergone secondary thickening 
and become woody, for example buds and epicormic shoots, basal suckers and root suckers 
during their first year of development. 
 
Stub – A short section of branch, which may have been left after previous pruning or storm 
damage. 
 
Stump – The tree’s root and that part of the tree’s trunk remaining, which is near to ground 
level, following felling. 
 
Sucker – A shoot arising from a root system below or just at ground level. 
 
Tear Out Wound – A usually ragged or splintered wound caused when a branch is torn 
away from a parent branch, limb or stem, and usually extends down the stem from the point 
of break. 
 
Tool Line – A rope of small circumference or low breaking strain used by the climber and 
ground staff solely to pass work equipment to and from the crown of the tree from the 
ground. 
 
Work Equipment – Everything used in the performance of the work including, but not limited 
to, hand tools, machinery, pruning tools and plant of all kinds, including all the consumable 
stores, fluids, materials, safety equipment and transport required for the use of the work 
equipment for the proper completion of the contract. 
 
Working Area – The part of the site for the contract made available to the Council’s 
Infrastructure Team to work within as shown on the plan or as otherwise identified to the 
Council’s Infrastructure Team by the project officer or his representative. 
 
Tree Maintenance Specification 
This specification is provided to give detailed information on the requirements for the 
fulfilment of the programmed maintenance undertaken by the Mid Murray Council tree 
trimming gangs, and specifies individual requirements for specific work sites, tree pruning 
and removal operations. 
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Street Tree Pruning Clearances 
This section details the required clearances to be achieved when undertaking street tree 
pruning to provide clear unambiguous guidance as to the levels of clearance required.  

 
Footpaths Footpaths are classified as areas utilised by pedestrian traffic 

used to provide safe passage along streets, roads and verge 
areas. 

 
 Maximum clearance of 2.0 metres from footpath level to the 

lowest limb, branch or soft growth. 
 
Streets/Roads  Streets/roads are classified as all made or unmade roads in 

the council ownership that provides access for vehicular traffic. 
 
Road Signs  This includes all road signs that are provided to instruct or 

direct vehicular traffic. 
 
 A visibility splay should be provided to a minimum clear 

distance of 0 metres from the centre of the street/road. This 
should allow for vehicular traffic to readily view all forms of 
road signs and allow time to react. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maximum clearance of 5 metres from road level to the lowest 
limb, branch or soft growth. 

 

50m 
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Street Tree Pruning Clearances cont’d 
Road Junction Visibility These are classified as all road junctions where traffic joins the 

flow of traffic from a different direction and should provide clear 
visibility for vehicular traffic to safely enter the junction. 

 
 A visibility splay of 50 metres from approximately 2.5 metres 

back from the junction to a distance of 30 metres in both 
directions should be provided.  Any clearance should be 
provided to a maximum height of 2.5 metres where possible or 
in severe circumstances the removal of the vegetation (this 
should be specified by the Director – Infrastructure Services). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50m 

50m 
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Street Tree Pruning Clearances cont’d 
Street Lighting  This relates to all types of street lighting that is located 

adjacent to all streets/roads or footpaths, including those 
attached to stobie poles as well as independent lighting poles. 

 
 The presumption of this pruning is to provide a clear arc of light 

from the streetlight to the ground and provide adequate 
illumination for safe passage of vehicular traffic or pedestrians.  
This should be undertaken by removing small secondary 
growth only.  Any works that would impact on the health or 
appearance of the tree should be identified and notified to the 
Director - Infrastructure Services who will notify, the Works 
Coordinator. 

 
Formative Pruning This relates to the initial pruning carried out to newly planted or 

immature trees in order to create a tree of good shape and 
form.  The pruning requirements are detailed within Section 4 
of the Technical Specification. 

 
Overhanging Vegetation Occasionally the Works Coordinators may instruct the tree 

trimming gangs to undertake clearance of Council trees from 
private property and may be specified as follows: 
 
Prune to lift lowest branches off boundary fence.  This will 
involve the removal of the lowest branches in contact with the 
fence and the removal of small diameter secondary growth to 
achieve a maximum clearance of 500mm from the top of the 
fence.  This operation should also include the removal of any 
small secondary growth that is growing down from the 
remaining lowest branch over the property to provide adequate 
clearance below the overhanging canopy for the residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All work should be undertaken in line with the pruning specified 
in Section 2.4 of the Technical Specification. 

 

Min Clearance 
500mm 
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Street Tree Pruning Clearances cont’d 
Prune to provide a maximum clearance of 1 metre from property 
 
This relates to Council trees that overhang property boundaries and overhangs or is in 
contact with property or buildings and will involve the removal of small secondary growth 
from the lowest branches or the reduction of lateral branches to provide a 1 metre clearance 
from all built structures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All work should be undertaken in line with the pruning specified 

in Section 2.4 of the Technical Specification. 
 
Tree Removals This section relates to trees identified either from the Customer 

Services Request (CSR) or through routine tree maintenance. 
Refer to Section 12 of the Technical Specification. 

 
On completion of the removal stump treatment should be in 
accordance with Section 13 of the Technical Specification. 

 

Min Clearance 
500mm 

Min Clearance 
1.0m 

Min Clearance 
1.0m 
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Specification 
Preliminaries 
 
1. Scope of Works  
 

This specification is for: 
 

• All tree work contained within the council’s programmed maintenance scheme 
and the Customer Services Request, and includes, but not limited to, tree 
pruning, and whole of tree removals.   

 
Works shall be carried out in accordance with the requirements described and as 
directed by the Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative.  

 
2. Extent of Work 
 

The work, as specified below shall comprise the whole of the plant, labour and 
materials necessary to execute the works described in this specification including 
any obvious items for the proper completions of the works. 

 
3. Notification of Works 
 

Tree Works 
 
Programmed Maintenance 
 
The Council Tree Trimming team will, under the supervision of the Works 
Coordinator, complete the works identified within the Service Level Agreements and 
achieve the appropriate standards of tree work and in accordance with AS4373-
2007 (Pruning of Amenity Trees). 
 
Customer Services Request  
 
The Director - Infrastructure Services shall provide information to the Works 
Coordinator or his representative in relation to carrying out the work, sufficient to 
enable due notice by Council to other Council staff and to householders, of the 
intention carry out tree works the vicinity of their properties. 
 
The Council’s Works Coordinators will be responsible for notifying the appropriate 
service authorities where the carrying out of tree works or removal may affect their 
operations in a particular area, including the location of any relevant underground 
services. 

 
Stump Removal 
 
The Infrastructure Services Team shall, on completion of tree removal, accurately 
record the stump removal detailing the suburb, location (i.e. address) of the stump 
and the appropriate size e.g. small, medium or large, for when stump grinding 
occurs. 
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Specification cont’d 
Preliminaries cont’d 
 
4. After Hours/Emergency Call-Out 
 

The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team may be required to carry out tree works 
after normal working hours and will be determined by the emergency call out roster 
requirements. 
 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team will respond immediately to an 
emergency that may endanger the public.  
 
When directed by the Works Coordinator, the Council’s Infrastructure Services Team 
(or the person specified on the emergency call out roster) will attend the reported 
emergency incident site with the appropriate staff, plant and equipment to effectively 
deal with the emergency. 
 
The Council’s Works Coordinator will initiate all measures necessary to mitigate the 
effect of the emergency to make the area safe for the public. 

 
5. Large Section Timber 

 
Large wood, i.e. not conducive to mulching, shall be cut into handling size pieces 
and, depending on the circumstances and the location of the tree removed, left 
stacked neatly on the verge at the side highway.  When the location of the tree is not 
conducive to being left on site it should be disposed of on the same day to the 
Council’s green waste storage area, this will be at the discretion of the Works 
Coordinator or the Project Officer.  

 
6. Litter 

 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team is responsible for removal and disposal 
of all rubbish, litter, and debris that has been deposited on properties while carrying 
out tree works.  It is the responsibility of the Council’s Infrastructure Services Team to 
dispose of litter. 
 
Trucks leaving the designated site shall be loaded and load’s covered in such a 
manner as to prevent dropping of any materials on roadways. 
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Technical Specification 
1. Identification of Trees 
 
1.1 The tree to be worked on under the Customer Services Request shall be identified by 

the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative by a clear 
and unambiguous system, for example labelling, numbering, reference from some 
fixed point, reference to species. 

 
1.2 The tree to be worked on under the Programmed Maintenance Scheme shall be 

identified by the Works Coordinator by a clear and unambiguous system, for example 
labelling, numbering, reference from some fixed point, reference to species. 

 
1.3 If the Council’s Infrastructure Services Team has any doubt as to the identity/location 

of the tree and the works required thereto he should contact the Works Coordinator 
for clarification. 

 
2. Pruning 
 
Pruning shall be defined as the removal of living or dead parts of a plant.  These parts may 
be soft growth, twigs, branches, limbs, parts of the trees trunk (aerial growth) or parts of the 
tree’s root system.  The removed material may therefore be of small or large diameter 
sections of the tree’s structure. 
 
Pruning may be affected with hand tools or motorised work equipment.  Material may be 
removed in sections to take account of adjacent hazards, arising may then be allowed to fall 
to the ground, or may be guided to the ground by hand or by lowering rope. 
 
The Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative may identify 
limbs, branches or roots for pruning or removal on photographs provided to the Council.  
 
2.4 Pruning Aerial Growth 
 

2.4.1 Pruning shall be undertaken following the principles of good arboricultural 
practice as stated in AS4373 - 1996 Pruning Amenity Trees, and as per the 
attached drawings, (Refer Figures1 to 4).  Where aerial growth is to be 
removed, great care shall be taken not to leave a stub, which may provide a 
food base for both fresh wound parasites and decay fungi and not cut back 
into or beyond the branch collar. 
 

2.4.2 It is essential that the Council’s Infrastructure Services Team should relate 
the position of any individual final pruning cut to the form of the canopy as a 
whole, so that upon completion of the work the tree has as natural an 
appearance (for the species) as constraints allow.  Final pruning cuts (the 
Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative may 
specify a maximum diameter for the final cut wound) should be made at a 
branch fork or at the main stem.  Where the branch collar can be detected the 
final pruning cut should be made back to but not into the collar, (Refer Figure 
1).  When the branch collar cannot be discerned the angle of the final pruning 
cut should be a mirror image of the angle formed by the branch bark ridge, 
(Refer Figure 1& 2).  Where a limb, branch or leader is to be shortened it shall 
be cut back cleanly to a vigorous side branch, leaving the branch bark ridge 
and branch collar intact, (Refer Figure 3 & 4).  Retained side branches 
intended to form the new dominant shoot should be of a size at least 
equivalent to 30% of the diameter of the parent branch. 
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Technical Specification cont’d 
2.4 Pruning Aerial Growth cont’d 
 

2.4.3 The final cut surface shall be smooth and sound and the cut should have 
been performed in one continuous cutting operation or movement without 
damaging surrounding tissues. 

 
2.4.4 The removal of a stub left from previous pruning work or of a broken branch 

should give a surface, which (if solid) slopes at an angle, which is a mirror 
image of the branch bark ridge. 

 
2.5 Root Pruning 
 

2.5.1 Final pruning cuts may be made at a suitable place within the root system, 
not necessarily at a node or fork.  Final pruning cuts shall be made at right 
angles to the axis of the root.  Sloping cuts shall be avoided.  The final cut 
wound surface should be smooth and sound and the cut should have been 
performed in one continuous movement without damaging surrounding 
tissue. 

 
3. Pruning Tools  
 
3.1 Chainsaws 
 

Chainsaws shall not be used to make final pruning cuts of less than 30mm in 
diameter. 
 
If a chainsaw is to be used to make a final pruning cut then care shall be taken not to 
damage the bark or cambium of the tree by bruising, rupturing or burning. 

 
3.1.2 Chainsaws shall be kept well maintained and sharp throughout the day. 

 
3.1.3 Chainsaws are not to be used above the operative’s chest height when the 

operative is standing on the ground. 
 
3.2  Handsaws 
 

When a handsaw is used to make a final pruning cut then the operation shall be 
performed in one continuous operation to give a smooth final cut wound surface, 
which presents the minimum surface area to the open air commensurate with the 
size of limb being removed; care shall be taken not to damage the bark of the main 
stem by bruising or rupturing. 

 
Handsaws shall have sharp, well-set teeth. 

 
3.3  Secateurs 
 

When used to make a final pruning cut, secateurs shall be of the parrot beak type, 
anvil type secateurs shall not be used.  The blade shall be sharp and correctly set; 
care shall be taken not to rupture, bruise, cut or lift any tissue which is to remain on 
the tree. 

 
Where either a handsaw or secateurs could be used to remove growth then 
secateurs are to be used in preference. 
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Technical Specification cont’d 
3.4  Other Pruning Tools 
 

If pruning tools other than those listed above are to be used, for example long arm 
loppers or pole saws (powered or otherwise) the approval of the Project Officer, 
Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative shall be sought in advance. 

 
4. Formative Pruning 
 
4.1 Formative pruning is defined as the pruning of the aerial growth of a tree in its youth 

to result in an appearance considered typical for the species or variety of tree 
concerned.  The objective of formative pruning is to establish a good branch structure 
and canopy by the removal of a number of small branches leaving therefore only 
small, quickly occluded wounds. 

 
5. Cleaning Out 
 
5.1 Cleaning out is defined as the removal of dead, dying or diseased branch wood, 

broken branches or stubs left from previous tree surgery operations, together with all 
unwanted objects, which may include fungal fruit bodies, ivy and/or other climbing 
plants, nails, redundant cable bracing, rope swings, tree houses and wind blown 
rubbish form the tree, and any such debris from any cavities within the tree. 

 
6. Dead-Wooding 
 
6.1 Dead-wooding is defined as the removal from the tree of dead dying or diseased 

branch wood, broken branches or stubs left from previous tree surgery operations, 
and from within any cavities within the tree.  The Project Officer, Director - 
Infrastructure Services or his representative may specify one of three categories of 
dead-wooding to be performed: 

 
6.1.1 Complete dead-wooding – The removal of dead, dying or diseased wood, 

broken branches and stubs left from previous tree surgery operations.  
PROVIDED SUCH MATERIAL EXCEEDS 10 mm IN DIAMETER OR 100mm 
IN LENGTH (smaller material shall be allowed to remain in the tree unless the 
Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative states 
to the contrary). 

 
6.1.2 Major dead-wooding – The removal of wood EITHER OVER 50 mm IN 

DIAMETER OR OVER 200mm LONG, be that dead, dying or diseased branch 
wood, broken branches or stubs left from previous tree surgery operations. 

 
6.1.3 Selective dead-wooding – The removal of dead, dying or diseased branch 

wood, broken branches or stubs left from previous tree surgery operations, of 
a size and in a location to be specified by the Project Officer, Director - 
Infrastructure Services or his representative. 

 
7. Branch Removal 
 
7.1 Branch removal is defined as the removal of a discrete and complete part of a tree’s 

structure, be that epicormic growth or a part of the crown.  Branch removal shall be 
specified as follows: 
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Technical Specification cont’d 
7. Branch Removal cont’d 
 

7.1.1 Epicormic growth removal – The removal of all epicormic shoots at the base 
of a tree up to a height on the main stem, limbs and branches as defined by 
the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative. 

 
7.1.2 Twig removal – The removal of all twigs on the main stem limbs and 

branches as marked on site or as defined by the Project Officer, Director - 
Infrastructure Services or his representative. 

 
7.1.3 Branch removal – The removal of a specific branch as marked on site or as 

defined by the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his 
representative. 

 
7.1.4 Limb removal – The removal of a specific limb as marked on site or as 

defined by the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his 
representative. 

 
8. Crown Lifting 
 
8.1 Crown lifting shall be defined as the removal of all soft growth and branches or parts 

thereof within limits prescribed by the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure 
Services or his representative and will be to a height determined for each specific 
situation by the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his 
representative. 

 
8.2 Crown lifting may result in the canopy base being not at one single level but stepped 

to allow for different clearances.  For example where the tree overhangs both a 
footpath and a road where different clearances are required. 

 
9. Crown Thinning 
 
9.1 Crown thinning is defined as the removal of a proportion of the small secondary live 

woody growth (i.e. the framework branches are to be retained) (in addition to 
damaged, dead crossing and soft growth) to reduce the leaf area of the canopy by 
the percentage, or to the intensity specified by the Project Officer, Director - 
Infrastructure Services or his representative.  The customer action request sheet may 
identify certain parts of the canopy of a particular tree where the Project Officer, 
Director - Infrastructure Services or his representative requires the Council’s 
Infrastructure Services Team to concentrate his crown thinning works in order to 
achieve desired outcomes. 
 

9.2 The aim of crown thinning is to produce an even canopy of foliage on a well 
structured, balanced and sound framework of limbs and branches, typical for the 
species or variety of tree concerned.  Crown thinning does not generally include the 
removal of inner lower branches from the central area of the crown, most pruning 
wounds shall be made in the outer quarter of the canopy. 

 
9.3 In confined spaces certain constraints recognised by the Project Officer, Director - 

Infrastructure Services or his representative may result in the canopy having an un-
balanced appearance on completion of the work. 
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Technical Specification cont’d 
10. Crown Reduction 
 
10.1 Crown reduction shall be defined as the reduction of the complete outline dimension 

of the canopy, from the tips of the limbs and branches towards the main trunk, by 
pruning growth to an appropriately sized lateral branch, twig or bud (Refer Figure 3 & 
4) to leave a flowing silhouette.  In addition all soft growth from the tree’s trunk shall 
be removed from those trees being subject to a crown reduction. 
 

10.2 In each specific works request sheet crown reduction will be defined in absolute 
terms, for example the crown of a tree of approximately 18 metres overall height (the 
crown of which begins some 2 metres above ground level) and 5.5 metres in radius 
to be crown reduced to approximately 14.8metres in height and 4.4metres in radius. 

 
10.3 In certain situations the Project Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or his 

representative may direct that the tree’s silhouette or the extent of the crown in one 
particular direction be atypical because of certain local considerations. 

 
11. Crown Shaping 
 
11.1 Crown shaping is defined as the shaping of the canopy in one particular dimension, 

be that width (in one particular direction) or height, but not both, by pruning the 
growth to an appropriately sized lateral branch twig or bud as in Clause 2-Pruning, 
and as shown on Figure 3 & 4. 

 
11.2 On the works request sheet crown shaping may be defined in either percentage or 

absolute terms, or both. 
 
11.3 The crown of a tree of approximately 5.5 metres radius to be crown shaped by a 

reduction in width only of 20% shall result in a crown of approximately 4.4 metres 
radius.  Crown shaping may often refer to a reduction in width in one particular area 
of the canopy or one direction only. 

 
12. Tree Felling 
 
12.1 Felling is defined as the cutting down of a tree to a point approximately 1 metre 

above ground level (unless otherwise specified by the Project Officer, Director - 
Infrastructure Services or his representative).  Felling in confined spaces or near to 
adjacent hazards may require that the tree be dismantled. 

 
13. Stump Treatment 
 
13.1 Stump treatment is defined as the actions specified by the Project Officer, Director - 

Infrastructure Services or his representative to prevent re-growth from the stump of a 
felled tree. 
 
IMPORTANT:  The final cut surface is to be treated with an appropriate herbicide to 
prevent re-growth from the stump.  Herbicides shall be applied to all stumps as soon 
as the final cut has been made.  The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall 
use herbicides in accordance with the manufacturer’s labelled instructions. 
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Technical Specification cont’d 
13. Stump Treatment cont’d 
 
13.2 The Infrastructure Services Team may specify that certain tree stumps be either: 
 

13.2.1 Ground – To a stated depth below ground level.  All stumps identified under 
this sub section will be left at approximately 1 metre tall (above ground level) 
and painted with orange paint in order to ease identification for the Council’s 
stump removal contractor.  These stump should be poisoned in line with 
Section 13.1 above. 
 
Where stumps are to be ground the Council’s contractor is responsible for 
locating the underground services. 
 

13.2.2 Cut To Ground Level – Where it is the opinion of the Infrastructure Service 
Team that sumps should be left in situ then the stump should be cut to 
ground level and a note added to the daily job sheet of such an occurrence. 
Further clarification should be sought from the Project Officer, Director - 
Infrastructure Services or his representative if the Infrastructure teams are 
uncertain.  These stumps must also be poisoned inline with Section 13.1 
above. 

 
14. Hazard Tree Identification 
 
14.1 During routine programmed maintenance the Infrastructure Services Team should 

undertake individual inspections on all trees to which they are to undertake works.  
This should be a simple visual inspection during which any obvious defects are 
identified.  Any tree that is identified with defects or faults should be recorded on the 
day sheets and reported to the Projects Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services or 
representative to inspect. 
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Special Conditions 
1. Retention of Access to Properties 
 

The Council Project Officer or Director - Infrastructure Services shall provide the 
occupiers of any property with 24 hours notice of the intention to restrict access.  Any 
restriction shall be for no longer than 6 hours in any one week day between the hours 
of 9.00am and 4.00pm and is to be by agreement between the Council’s Project 
Officer, Director - Infrastructure Services and the resident or property owner. 
 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall provide a safe and adequate means 
of access from roads, lanes, car parks and the like to private and public properties for 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic at all other times, unless otherwise approved by the 
Director - Infrastructure Services. 

 
 Temporary access, such as steel plates, may need to be provided to meet these 

access requirements. 
 
2. Environmental Control 
 

The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall be responsible for ensuring that the 
provisions of this clause and any other environmental protection provisions in the 
contract are complied with and that the requirements of any statute, by-law, standard 
and the like related to environmental protection are observed. 
 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall be aware of and comply with the 
requirement of the “Stormwater Pollution Control General Code of Practice for 
Local Government”. 

 
2.1 Work on and Adjacent to Private Premises/Property 

 
 2.1.1 Community Goodwill and Access 

 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team is required always to act so as to 
maintain and wherever possible to enhance the goodwill and relationships 
which have been established between the landowners/occupiers, the 
Principal and their Consultants. 
 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team is to obtain the agreement from 
property owners before entering private property and is to provide at least 24 
hours notice of the intention to access a property. 

 
2.1.2 Temporary Security Precautions 

 
The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team is required, at all times, to provide 
such temporary measures which maintain the safety and security of the 
property and occupants on or adjacent to the work site and private property. 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
3. Plant and Equipment 
 
3.1 Plant 

 
Plant necessary for the efficient execution of the works shall be in good mechanical 
condition.  It shall be of such size and types as will allow the Council’s Infrastructure 
Services Team to perform the work satisfactorily within the general scope of the 
works prescribed. 

 
3.2 Equipment, Gear, Tools, etc. 
 

The Council shall supply, and make suitable and adequate provisions for the safe 
and proper storage of all tools, gear, materials, etc., as may be necessary for the 
complete performance of the works under this program. 

 
4. Public Safety 
 

The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall supply and keep erected sufficient 
barricades, lights and signage to ensure public safety.  Sufficient approved 
lights/lanterns and/or bollards (to AS1742.3) shall be supplied by the Council’s 
Infrastructure Services Team and maintained to give adequate warning to the public.  
Barrier meshes and approved signage, lights and/or bollards (to AS1742.3), is to be 
used to delineate excavated or unsafe work areas.   The approved lights/lanterns 
and/or bollards shall be spaced at intervals to comply with AS 1742.3 along all 
roadways, lanes or properties where the work is in progress.  All intersections 
involved shall be clearly lit.   

 
 Any work, excavation or obstruction in any road shall also have speed restrictions 

and warning signs erected. 
 
 The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall ensure that all signs and traffic 

control devices shall comply with AS1742.3 “Traffic Control Devices for Works on 
Roads”. 

 
No roadway shall be closed for any time without the express approval of the 
Director - Infrastructure Services. 
 
Reference to AS1742.3 includes associated field guides. 

 
5. Dust, Noise, Mud, Nuisance 
 

The works are to be executed in the environment which includes residential 
properties.  This warrants an approach to the works which has consideration for the 
effect on the occupied properties and the users of the region’s facilities.  The 
Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall instruct its employees therefore on their 
behaviour and their attitude towards affected people. 
 
Throughout the terms of the Service Level Agreement, the Council’s Infrastructure 
Services Team shall take care to avoid unnecessary or untimely activities which will 
inhibit reasonable use, enjoyment or access to properties, and which may cause 
nuisance.  This will include careful control of the following:- 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
5. Dust, Noise, Mud, Nuisance cont’d 

 
(a) Dust raised on the works, which shall be abated by watering, and careful 

location and protection of soil or quarry material stock piles. 
 
(b) Excessive noise raised by working activities.  Particular emphasis shall be 

placed on noise limitations for works carried on outside the hours of 7.00am 
and 7.00pm, in all areas adjacent residential and like premises.  The 
Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall comply at all times with the 
provision of the Noise Control Act. 

 
(c) The regular removal of debris and detritus from access ways, including roads 

and footpaths. 
 
(d) Any other action or condition likely to affect or cause serious offence to 

residents, occupants of premises, or affected persons generally. 
 

The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall ensure that recycling and 
environmentally friendly methods are employed to ensure that all personal rubbish 
left by workmen shall be regularly removed and deposited in appropriate ways, to the 
satisfaction of the Project Officer or Director - Infrastructure Services. 

 
6. Protection of Property, Materials and Finished Works 
 
6.1 Protection of Property 
 

In addition to the provisions for public safety and protection of persons and     
property, the Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall do the following:- 
 
(a) Erect protective guards or barriers in all locations where any works or working 

area adjoin existing physical property in the form of buildings, structures, 
facilities, service appurtenances or the like, and leave such barriers in place 
until works likely to cause damage are complete. 

 
(b) Take all due care to avoid damage to property and carry out all instructions 

issued and within any time specified by the Project Officer or Director - 
Infrastructure Services to prevent damage to property, land, roads, kerbs and 
footpaths. 

 
7. Damage and Making Good 
 
7.1 Damage to Private Property 

 
Any damage sustained to private property should be reported to the appropriate 
officer of the Council.  Under no circumstances should the Infrastructure Services 
Team admit liability for damage to private property.  
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Special Conditions cont’d 
7. Damage and Making Good cont’d 

 
7.2 Underground and Other Services 

 
(a) The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team shall be responsible for liaison with 

Service Authorities and Owners of public and/or private services to locate 
services and shall be responsible for the payment of all charges required by the 
service authorities for the location of such services.  Services shall be located at 
least 24 hours prior to commencement of excavation and the Project Officer or 
Director - Infrastructure Services advised of any likely sections of interference of 
the service with the proposed works. 

 
(b) In the event of any damage being caused to any structure or service in the 

execution of any excavation or works under this Contract the Council’s 
Infrastructure Services Team shall immediately notify the Director - Infrastructure 
Services and the authority or person in control of the particular service. 

 
8. Road and Footpath Reinstatement 
 

Any roads or footpaths damaged by the works shall be repaired in accordance with 
the relevant provisions of the specification, having regard for the following general 
provisions:- 
 

(a) Any damage to any paved surface, roadway, footpath, garden, planting strip, 
car park, kerb or other like property caused by the execution of their works 
shall be made good.  

 
(b) Any concrete, paved or masonry surfaces that have been destroyed or 

damaged in consequence of the execution of the works shall be made good. 
 
9. Making Good 
 

All fences and property of any description on the site of the work that is found 
necessary to remove temporarily, or that may be disturbed or damaged are to be 
made good or replaced by the Council in the same order and condition and the same 
or equal approved material as were there at the commencement of the works, to the 
satisfaction of and within a time specified by the Project Officer or Director - 
Infrastructure Services 
 
Making good shall be applied to property or constructions demonstrably affected by 
settlement, soil subsidence, ground vibration, machinery impact or the execution of 
the works generally. 
 
If the Project Officer or Director - Infrastructure Services considers that the cleaning 
up, making good or reinstatement of any drain or appurtenance is unsatisfactory, the 
Project Officer or Director - Infrastructure Services will then direct the Council’s 
Infrastructure Team, to bring the area up to the same condition as it was before the 
work commenced. 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
10. Progressive Cleaning Up 
 

Immediately upon the completion of any Section of the works, the Council’s 
Infrastructure Services Team shall clean up the site, road or allotment and leave it in 
a neat and tidy condition to the satisfaction of the Project Officer or Director - 
Infrastructure Services. 

 
All dust from stump removal shall be removed from the site and the area left clean. 
 

11. Tree Planting  
 

11.1 Tree Planting 
 

11.1.1 Increased plantings on Council land will occur in line with the availability of 
resources and Council’s capacity to maintain all trees planted to acceptable 
standards.  

 
11.1.2 In urban streets and township parks & gardens, Council will plant trees in 

accordance with relevant Town Maintenance Themes and accompanying 
Species Planting Lists.  Species selection will be guided by the existing or 
desired character and use of the area, climatic conditions, potential impacts 
on infrastructure and public safety and the minimisation of ongoing 
maintenance requirements. 

 
11.1.3 Developers of new subdivisions must plant one street tree per allotment and 

will be responsible for maintaining all such trees for a minimum of 12 months, 
after which maintenance obligations will be handed over to Council.  The tree 
species and location is to be decided in consultation with Council.  Trees 
damaged, removed or not maintained in good condition during the 12-month 
maintenance period must be replaced by the developer at their own cost prior 
to handover to Council.  

 
11.1.4 In urban biodiversity reserves and rural areas, Council will plant trees in 

accordance with site specific management plans, work plans and species 
lists.  Species selection in these areas will give primary consideration to 
restoring the pre-European landscape and the availability of local provenance 
planting stock.  

 
11.1.5 Trees or other vegetation must not be planted on Council land without prior 

written approval from Council (refer Local Government Land and Section 
221(2)(e) of the Local Government Act 1999).  Individuals or organisations 
wishing to plant trees or other vegetation on Council land (including parks, 
reserves, urban streets and rural roads) must submit a written application 
form to alter road verge in the form prescribed by Council’s Tree Management 
Policy.  All fees will be waivered be residents planting trees. 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
11. Tree Planting cont’d 
 
11.1 Tree Planting cont’d 

 
11.1.6 Where a tree or other vegetation has been planted on Council land without 

prior written approval and the Works Coordinator or Project Manager or 
Director - Infrastructure Services is of the view that the species or location of 
the planting is inappropriate, Council may order the individual or organisation 
responsible to remove the planting(s).  If the direction is not complied with in a 
timely manner, Council may remove the planting(s) and recover the costs of 
such work from the individual or organisation responsible (refer – Local 
Government Land and Section 262 of the Local Government Act 1999). 

 
11.1.7 Where the planting of trees or other vegetation on a road may have a 

significant impact on local residents, nearby businesses or other 
stakeholders, Council will ensure that consultation occurs as per the 
requirements of our Public Consultation Policy (refer Section 232 of the Local 
Government Act 1999). 

 
11.2 Street Trees  
 

Street trees should be planted in large developments incorporating median strips, 
nature strips and communal open space.  Street trees can link mixed architectural 
styles and reinforce the scale of the development.  New trees should be of similar 
species to those already planted in the street.  Following these recommendations will 
help give the district a local identity.  The policy also contains information on site 
preparation, planting and maintenance, as well as on special planting conditions in 
particular areas, including under powerlines and in commercial centres. Street trees 
should not reduce visibility or access to properties and services.  

 
11.3 Entrance, Gates and Mail Boxes  
 

Entrances and gates should be designed and located to give vehicles and 
pedestrians entering and leaving the property a clear view of what is going on.  Make 
sure they complement the landscaping and that their colours and materials match the 
rest of the development.  Place mailboxes where pedestrians can access them 
safely.  To maintain visibility, avoid using shrubby plants at entrances.  

 
11.4 Signs  
 

Ensure that identification signs are located where they can be seen by vehicles and 
pedestrians entering and leaving the property (and do not obstruct their view).  Do 
not plant vegetation near signs that will make them hard to see, now or in the future 
when the plants are fully grown. 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
11. Tree Planting cont’d 
 
11.5 Paving and driveways 

 
Subject to Council approval, permeable surfaces may be used in well-drained areas 
which get light and infrequent foot and vehicle traffic.  Suitable surfaces include 
ornamental gravel, porous concrete blocks, paving on a bed of sand, and grass 
reinforced with concrete blocks.  Paved areas and paths should drain away from 
buildings and garden beds and have sufficient fall to prevent puddles forming.  
Planting trees around courtyards, driveways, roads, parking spaces and other hard-
surfaced areas can reduce heat and glare. 

 
11.6 Lighting  
 

Avoid planting trees where they may block streetlights and create pockets of gloom 
that are unsafe for vehicles and pedestrians.  Lighting should be provided where it 
will increase safety and assist access by indicating direction.  Lighting can also 
increase the visual impact of the landscape design — you might consider up-lighting 
trees or highlighting other features. 

 
11.7 Fences  
 

Your choice of fencing will be determined by considerations of privacy, security and 
boundary definition.  While some fences are attractive in themselves, all can be 
improved by planting.  Climbing plants or garden beds can be used to soften the 
visual impact of unsightly fences, such as chainmesh security fences. Make sure 
planting is in scale with the fence.  Climbing plants will often require the support of a 
trellis or wire to guide plant growth. 

 
11.8 Scale for Planting and Landscaping 
 

Choose plants that relate to the scale of the site, the buildings on it, and the 
surrounding streetscape.  All spaces should be useable, adequately proportioned 
and designed to maximise planting opportunities.  Buildings and paved areas should 
be in proportion to the soft landscape elements.  Planting should be used to reduce 
large buildings and extensive pavements to a more human scale and provide a visual 
link between buildings and other structures.  Ensure that plants, especially trees, are 
of a size and type appropriate to the space available and that they will not conflict 
with structures, services and adjoining property features when they are fully grown. 

 
11.9 Planting patterns for Landscaping 
 

Creating a beautiful and functional landscape requires careful consideration of where 
plants are located and how they are combined.  Take into account the form of the 
plant (whether tall, wide or low), the texture of the foliage (fine or coarse), and the 
colour of leaves, flowers and trunks.  Plant garden beds with foreground, middle 
ground and background shrubs to provide a layered effect. 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
11. Tree Planting cont’d 
 
11.10 Planting Times and Watering Suggestions 
 

It is best to plant in autumn through to early spring, when rainfall is high (May and 
October have the highest median rainfall), temperatures are mild and sunshine is 
relatively plentiful.  At other times, new plants will generally require expensive follow-
up watering.  Advanced trees should be given 50 litres of water when planted and 
another 50 litres every seven days until they are established.  All other plants should 
be given approximately 10 litres of water (per plant) when they are put in.  Depending 
on the length of time new plants require to establish, watering may be required 
throughout the following summer.  Using young, indigenous plants (tubestock) will 
significantly reduce the need for ongoing watering.  You should check with your water 
supplier as to any restrictions that there may be for watering landscaping.  Generally 
restrictions will vary for lawn areas, garden beds and advanced trees and you should 
vary your landscaping accordingly. 
 
For new landscaping it may be possible to obtain a permit from your water supplier 
that allows watering to assist in the establishment of your landscape.  

 
11.11 Planting details  
 

The following figure illustrates planting techniques that can be used to increase your 
chances of successfully establishing vegetation. 
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Special Conditions cont’d 
11. Tree Planting cont’d 
 
11.12 Plant Selection 

 
You will need hardy plants to cope with the difficult soil conditions and strong winds 
experienced in Mid Murray Council.  Local indigenous species are the best option, 
and should be considered first.  Non-local natives and exotic plants may be 
considered if growing conditions permit and you are ready to undertake the long-term 
maintenance needed to support these species.  There is a list of plants suited to 
growing conditions in Mid Murray Council on page 33.  You can use it as a guide to 
species selection.  Select the right species to do the job you want — whether it is to 
provide shade, protection against glare and wind, erosion control, or wildlife habitat. 
Include some plants that will grow quickly to achieve an immediate effect and some 
that may take longer to achieve their mature form, but which will also live longer.  
Where large areas are to be planted with indigenous species, you can use a few 
advanced, fast-growing trees to shelter younger, more tender and slower-growing 
plants. 

 
11.13 Planting Under Power Lines  

 
Check with the appropriate electricity company before planting under power lines 
(either Powercor, the local electricity retailer, or SPI PowerNet, the state transmission 
company).  You will have to follow their regulations.  Select trees that will not 
interfere with power lines in the street or running through your property — that means 
trees that will not grow to power-line height.  To arrange for Powercor to post a Guide 
to Tree Planting near Powerlines contact them on 132206.  The electricity 
companies’ main concern is that plants do not restrict access to poles and other 
equipment such as kiosk substations.  Planting creepers around power poles and 
equipment is discouraged because it makes it hard to see what condition they are in.  
Electricity assets are inspected for safety reasons at regular intervals, and anything 
you plant around them will almost certainly be destroyed. 
 

11.14 Planting Near Underground Services  
 

Before planting close to underground services (telephone, electricity and broadband 
cables; gas, electricity, water, sewerage and stormwater pipes), ask the relevant 
utilities what their requirements are.  All utilities operating in Mid Murray Council use 
the Dial Before You Dig service.  Call 1100 to establish what underground services 
are on your property and where they are located.  You are always in danger of 
damaging pipes and cables if you don’t know where they are.  Underground services 
require a certain amount of cover for protection, but they also need to be readily 
accessible.  You should be aware of how your landscape design will affect the depth 
of the soil above underground services and meet the utilities’ requirements on 
coverage.  You must contact the appropriate companies if you plan to remove soil 
from the site.  Pipes and cables are not the only things you have to worry about.  
Other underground assets include pits, pillars and cabinets.  Utilities may require you 
to ensure that they remain accessible for inspection and maintenance.  Do not build 
over these assets, plant bushes or trees over them, or cover them with large volumes 
of soil. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Tree Planting Maintenance Guidelines  Page 31 



Special Conditions cont’d 
11. Tree Planting cont’d 

 
11.15 Planting Near Remnant Natural Areas and Waterways  

 
When planting near remnant grassland, escarpment or riverside vegetation, choose 
species that occur naturally in these environments.  If the remnant vegetation is of 
significance, your plants should be propagated from local seed sources.  Plants that 
are classed as environmental weeds or are known to be invasive must not be planted 
on sites near remnant natural areas, watercourses and farmland.  Talk to LAP before 
undertaking landscape works along or near waterways to ensure that vegetation and 
structures are appropriately placed. 
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STREET TREES ONLY 
SUITABLE FOR PLANTING UNDER POWER LINES 

Exotic Trees 
Botanical Name Common Name 
Koelreuteria paniculate Golden Rain Tree 
Prunus cerasifera “Nigra” Cherry Plum 
Robinia internus Mop Head Acacia 
Fraxinus griffithii Evergreen Ash 
Pistacia chinesis Chinese Pistachio 
Photinia serrulate Chinese Hawthorn 
Photinia ‘Red Robin’  
Hibiscus sp  
 
Native Trees 
Botanical Name Common Name 
Eucalyptus erythronema Lindsay Gum 
Callistemon sp – viminalis  
Harkness, Captain Cook  
Kings Park special  
Hakea laurina Pin Cushion Hakea 
Eucalyptus lansdowneana ssp  
Albopurpurea Port Lincoln Gum 
Eucalyptus grossa Coarse Leaved Mallee 
Acacia Ligulata Umbrella Wattle 
Agonis Flexuosa ‘After Dark’ Jervis Bay After Dark 
Banksia Media Golden Stalk 
Bauhinia Hookeri Ebony Tree, White Bauhinia 
Brachychiton Bidwillii Little Kurrajong 
Brachychiton Spectabilis   
Callistemon ‘Kings Park Special’  
Eremophilia Oppositifolia Twin Leafed Emu Bush 
Eucalyptus Leucoxylon ‘Euky Dwarf’ Dwarf SA Blue Gum 
Eucalyptus Victrix ‘Little Ghost Gum’ Little Ghost Gum 
Hakea Laurina Pin Cushion Hakea 
Melaleuca Halmaturorum KI Paperbark 
Melaleuca Nesophila Western Honey Myrtle 
 

SUITABLE FOR PLANTING WITH NO POWER LINES 
Exotic Trees 
Botanical Name Common Name 
Playatanus sp  Plane Trees 
Calodendrum capense Cape Chestnut 
Ulmus paruifola  Chinese Elm 
Pyrus ussuriensis Manchurian Pear 
Pyrus calleryana “Bradford” Bradford Pear 
Frazinus “Raywoodii” (on Ornus stock) Claret Ash 
Pittosporm Rhombifolium Diamond – Leaved Pittosporum 
Popules Nigra Var. Italica Italian Popular 
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STREET TREES ONLY CONT’D 
SUITABLE FOR PLANTING UNDER POWER LINES CONT’D 

Native Trees 
Botanical Name Common Name 
Eucalyptus Campaspe Silver Topped Gimlet 
Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia 
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RESERVES AND OPEN SPACES  
PREFERRED SPECIES LIST 

Botanical Name Common Name 
Acacia brachybotrya Grey Mulga Bush 
Acacia hakeoides Hakea Wattle 
Acacia halliana Hall’s Wattle 
Acacia ligulata Umbrella Bush 
Acacia nyssophylla Spine Bush 
Acacia oswaldii Umbrella Wattle 
Acacia rigens Nealie 
Acacia sclerophylla Hard leaf wattle 
Acacia stenophylla River Cooba 
Acacia wilhelmiana Dwarf nealie 
Alectryon oleifolius ssp. canescens Bullock bush 
Atriplex lindleyi Baldoo 
Acacia nummularia ssp. Nummularia Oldman saltbush 
Acacia rhagodioides River saltbush 
Acacia semibaccata Mat saltbush 
Acacia spongiosa Pop saltbush 
Acacia stipitata Bitter saltbush 
Acacia suberecta Lagoon Saltbush 
Agonis Flexuosa Jervis Bay After Dark 
Banksia Media Golden Stalk 
Bauhinia Hookeri Ebony Tree or White Bauhinia 
Beyeria lechenaultii Pale turpentine bush 
Brachychiton Bidwillii Little Kurrajong 
Brachychiton Spectabilis  
Callistemon brachyandrus Prickly bottle brush 
Callistemon ‘Kings Park Special’  
Callitris glaucophylla White cypress pine 
Callitris gracilis Southern cypress-pine 
Callitris verrucosa  Scrub cypress pine 
Carprobrotus rossili Native pigface 
Caurina pauper Black oak 
Chenopodium nitrariaceum nitre Goosefoot 
Cratystylis conocephala Bluebush daisy 
Crinum flaccidum Murray Lily 
Cyperus gymnocaulis Spiny flat-sedge 
Danthonia spp. Wallaby grass 
Dianella revoluta Black-anther flas-lily 
Disphyma crassifolium ssp. Clavellatum Round-leaf pigface 
Dodonaea viscose ssp. Angustissima Narrow-leaf hopbush 
Einadia nutans Climbing saltbush 
Enchylaena tomentosa Ruby saltbush 
Enneapogon avenaceus Common bottlewashers 
Enneapogon polyphyllus Limestone bottlewashers 
Eremophila bignoniflora Eurah 
Eremophila divaricata Spreading emubush 
Eremophila glabra Tar bush 
Eremophila longifolia Weeping emubush 
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RESERVES AND OPEN SPACES CONT’D 
PREFERRED SPECIES LIST CONT’D 

Botanical Name Common Name 
Eremophila Oppositifolia Twin Leafed Emu Bush 
Eremophila scoparia Broom emubush 
Eucalyptus brachycalyx Gilja 
Eucalyptus caycogona Square-fruit mallee 
Eucalyptus camuldulensis River redgum 
Eucalyptus cyanophylla Blue mallee 
Eucalyptus Dumosa White mallee 
Eucalyptus gracilis Yorrell 
Eucalyptus incrassata Ridge-fruit mallee 
Eucalyptus largiflorens River box 
Eucalyptus leptophylla Narrow-leaf mallee 
Eucalyptus Leucoxylon ‘Euky Dwarf’ Dwarf SA Blue Gum 
Eucalyptus oleosa  Red mallee 
Eucalyptus phenax ssp. Phenax White mallee 
Eucalyptus socialis Beaked red mallee 
Eucalyptus Victrix Little Ghost Gum 
Exocarpus aphyllus Leafless cherry 
Exocarpus sparteus  Slender Cherry 
Grevilla hueglii Comb Grevillea 
Hakea Laurina Pin Cushion Hakea 
Hakea leucoptera spp. Leucoptera Silver needlewood 
Halgania cyanea Rough blue-flower 
Halosarcia sp. Samphire 
Heliochrysum leucopsidium Satin everlasting 
Leipdium leptopetalum Shrubby Perppercress 
Leptospermum coriaceum Dune tea-tree 
Lycium australe Australian boxthorn 
Lysiana exocarpi ssp. Exocarpi Harlequin mistletoe 
Maireana appressa  Pale-fruit bluebush 
Maireana brevifolia  Short-leaf bluebush 
Maireana erioclada Rosy bluebush 
Maireana georgei Satiny bluebush 
Maireana pentatropis Erect mallee bluebush 
Maireana pyramidata Black bluebush 
Maireana pyramidata Black bluebush 
Maireana sedifolia Buebush 
Melaleuca Halmaturorum KI Paperbark 
Melaleuca lanceolata Dryland tea-tree 
Melaleuca Nesophila Western Honey Myrtle 
Meuhlenbeckia florulenta Lignum 
Morgania floribunda Blue-rod 
Myporum montanum Native myrtle 
Myporum parvifolium Creeping boobialla 
Myporum platycarpum Sugarwood 
Nitraria billardierei Nitre bush 
Olearia pimeleoides ssp. Pimeleoides pimelia Daisy bush 
Pachycornia sp. Glasswort 
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RESERVES AND OPEN SPACES CONT’D 
PREFERRED SPECIES LIST CONT’D 

Botanical Name Common Name 
Phragmites australis Common reed 
Pimelia microcephala ssp. Microcephala Shrubby riceflower 
Pittosporum phylliraeoides Native apricot 
Rhagodia candolleana ssp. Candolleana Seaberry saltbush 
Rahgodia preisii ssp. Preisii Mallee saltbush 
Rhagodia spinescens  Spiny saltbush 
Salsola kali Buckbush 
Sarcocornia sp.  Samphire 
Sclerolaena biflora var. biflora Twin horned hopbush 
Sclerolaena diacantha Grey bindyi 
Sclerolaena divaricata Pale poverty bush 
Sclerolaena paradoxa ssp. Paradoxa Cannon ball 
Sclerolaena tricuspis Streaked poverty bush 
Sencio glossanthus Annual groundsel 
Sencio quadridentatus Cotton groundsel 
Senna artisemoides ssp. Coriacea Broad-leaf desert senna 
Senna artisemoides ssp. Filifolia Fine-leaf desert senna 
Senna artisemoides ssp. Petiolaris Flat-stalk senna 
Sida fibulifera Pin sida 
Stipa elegantissima Feather speargrass 
Stipa variabilis Variable Speargrass 
Stipa sp. Speargrass 
Suada Australia Austral seablite 
Teucrium racemosum Grey germander 
Triodia scariosa ssp. Scariosa Spinnifex 
Typha domingensis Narrow-leaf bulrush 
Vittadinia cuneata Fuzzy New Holland Daisy 
Vittadina gracilis New Holland Daisy 
Wahlenbergia fluminalis River bluebell 
Westringia rigida Stiff westringia 
Wilsonia rotundifolia Round-leaf wilsonia 
Zygophyllum apiculatum Pointed twinleaf 
Zygophyllum auratiacum Shrubby twinleaf 
 

Further Information 
This Guideline will be available for inspection at Council’s Principal Office during ordinary 
business hours and on the Council’s website www.mid-murray.sa.gov.au. 
 
Any queries or questions regarding this Guideline should be directed to Council’s Director – 
Infrastructure Services by calling (08) 8569 0100 or by emailing at postbox@mid-
murray.sa.gov.au. 
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	Legislative Framework
	There is no legal requirement for Council to have a policy for tree management but given the potential for future liability claims to be made against Council it is recognised as a desirable outcome to formally establish Council’s position regarding th...
	Sections 244 and 245 of the Local Government Act 1999 provide some protection for Council against liability claims providing that Council has acted reasonably.  Having a policy in this area is seen as being reasonable, appropriate and provides Council...
	Policy
	Council’s aim is desirable to maintain the tree and shrub vegetation under it’s care and control in a manner that enhances the amenity of the vegetation throughout the area whilst at the same time providing for the public safety considerations of the ...
	Council recognises that the task of maintaining trees is a considerable service to the community and the optimum desirable outcomes stated in this policy may be restricted due to number of factors including but not limited to:
	Street Trees Generally
	A regular inspection/maintenance programme will be established and maintained to ensure that all street trees are inspected and maintained on a regular cycle.  The frequency of this programme shall not be less than one inspection every 5 years.
	Systems will be established to facilitate inspections with necessary intervention action to occur whenever a street tree concern is brought to Council’s attention.
	Street Trees Encroaching onto Private Land
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	Trees Growing on Council Reserves or Operational Land
	Systems will be established to facilitate inspections with necessary intervention action to occur whenever a concern relating to a tree growing on a reserve or operational land is brought to Council’s attention and the action required is above Council...
	At the time any recreational facility is constructed, installed or upgraded any hazardous vegetation will be either removed or the facility relocated as part of the construction/upgrade project.
	Tree Roots Encroaching onto Roads
	Tree roots are often blamed for cracking or other damage to nearby infrastructure such as driveways (including crossovers), other similar paved areas on private property and private pipes such as water, sewerage gas etc.
	Council will not accept responsibility for damages purely on the evidence that a tree is nearby and is a possible cause of damage.  In these instances the claimant will need to provide Council with some form of physical evidence of the cause before Co...
	Road Construction and Maintenance
	Objectives
	Sealed Roads
	Unsealed Roads
	On Rural Roads
	On rural roads Council should provide the following clearance envelope:
	Road Junction Visibility
	These are classified as all road junctions where traffic joins the flow of traffic from a different direction and should provide clear visibility for vehicular traffic to safely enter the junction.
	Definitions
	Definitions cont’d
	Photographic Interpretation – The Council’s Infrastructure Services Team may be required to undertake work-using photographs annotated by the project officer representative as an aid to illustrating the specific pruning requirements.



	Tree Maintenance Specification
	Road Junction Visibility These are classified as all road junctions where traffic joins the flow of traffic from a different direction and should provide clear visibility for vehicular traffic to safely enter the junction.
	Formative Pruning This relates to the initial pruning carried out to newly planted or immature trees in order to create a tree of good shape and form.  The pruning requirements are detailed within Section 4 of the Technical Specification.
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