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MANNUM INSTITUTE UPGRADE TAKES SHAPE 
 
A $182,000 upgrade of the historic Mannum Institute’s ground floor has been completed, as the building 
prepares to be reactivated in 2020. 
 
A portion of funding from the Mid Murray Council’s $1million Federal Government Drought Communities 
Fund (DCF) allowed the project to go ahead last year, and has been met by incredible support from the 
local Mannum community, local businesses and organisations. 
 
The 137-year-old institute’s ground floor will open first, as repair works are now complete. Remaining 
works on the second storey, building exterior and some other complex building aspects are yet to be 
completed, but will form part of a 10-year plan, which the Council is set to develop this year. 
 
The Council undertook a community consultation program during late 2018 and early 2019, with 
hundreds of local residents (and interest groups) taking their chance to peek inside the original building 
(pre-upgrade), and subsequently having their say on how the building could be used long term. In early 
2020, Council will re-engage those interested in using the ground floor, in order to explore the best way 
to activate the historic building for the benefit of the whole community. 
 
Mid Murray Mayor Dave Burgess said the complexity of the works on the institute, due to its long-term 
dilapidation, meant that much of the upgrade work was difficult– however, Council still managed to 
complete the works before 30 December 2019 and is now looking forward to welcoming people back to 
the building. 
 
“The Mannum Institute holds an important place in the history of the town, and we’re excited to see 
what’s next for it,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“We will work with the community in 2020 to consult on its exact use. This may be through community 
events, historic open day displays or other such ventures. 
 
“We will begin engaging people in the process early in the new year and will start by discussing options 
with those who have already shown interest in using the facility earlier on in the project.” 
 
Council’s Development and Environmental Services Director Jake McVicar says that the upgrade didn’t 
come without its challenges, and thanked community members for their patience, and the contractors 
who worked tirelessly to ensure it could happen. 
 
“The scope of works has changed a number of times due to the complex nature of the building,” Mr 
McVicar says. 
 
“Significant sections of the building were severely damaged from salt damp, stormwater and general 
degradation. 
 
“We’ve had an exceptional team of builders and Council project manager delivering the works though, 
and they should be applauded for how much has been achieved with a limited budget. 
 
“Ardens Building Maintenance Pty Ltd in particular has been incredible in dealing with the challenges on 
this project, and we’d like to acknowledge their support and patience with it. 
 
“What many people don’t know is that the building itself is wrapped with the cliff face and so the earth 
around it is constantly creating issues for the building structures - one of the many challenges we will 
continue to face during the upgrade process.” 



 

 
Key works which have been completed during 2019 (on the ground floor and dressing rooms under the 
stage) include (but are not limited to): 

• Termite inspection, report and treatment 
• Gutter cleaning 
• Tree removal 
• Installation of new metre box and sub-board fitted 
• New wiring, light fittings, switches, power outlets 
• Ceiling fan replacement 
• Internal and external demolition works (due to room 1 rear wall failing) 
• Salt damp treatment to ground floor area 
• Stone repair works to external walls 
• Roof repairs 
• Stormwater management 
• Underpinning works 
• Installation of new kitchen 
• Flooring, including sanding and polishing 
• Termite damage repairs 
• Debris and dirt removal 
• Painting and new skirtings 
• Plastering 
• Plumbing 
• Construction of a support wall 

 
Mayor Burgess said as well as inviting the public back into the upgraded facility in 2020, the Council will 
also begin developing a Mannum Institute 10-year Plan.  
 
“This plan will map out all of the future maintenance work to be done on the recent upgrades, plus 
identify all other works that need to be completed and how it can be achieved,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“There is still significant work to be done on the building, and we expect the 10-year plan to ensure we’re 
ready for external grant funding opportunities, to achieve this over time. 
 
“We’d also like to thank the Australian Government and Federal Member for Barker Tony Pasin for 
securing the Drought Community Funding for our district, which has allowed this, and many other 
important community projects, to go ahead.” 
 
The community can expect to hear more about gaining access to the institute in early 2020. In the 
meantime, any queries on the project can be directed to Council on (08) 8569 0100.  
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