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                    MEDIA RELEASE 
 

NEW WATER TANKS TO STRENGTHEN MID MURRAY 
FIRE-FIGHTING RESPONSE 

 
Fire-fighting water supplies will be established in the Mid Murray district to safeguard the area affected 
by the 2019 Cudlee Creek Bushfire from future bushfires. 
 
The Mid Murray Council will partner with the SA Government to explore options to install water tanks in 
and near the part of the district affected by the fire in December last year. The tanks will provide 
emergency water supplies for the Country Fire Service (CFS) in the event of another blaze. 
 
Mid Murray Mayor Dave Burgess said the project would help protect the area during future bushfire 
danger seasons, while also helping to preserve nearby landowners’ precious on-farm water supplies for 
livestock. 
 
“Water security is essential, both for fire-fighting and for farm management and livestock health,” Mayor 
Burgess says. 
 
“Unfortunately, the scale of the Cudlee Creek fire and the lack of suitable fire-fighting water in the area 
meant many farmers had their dams drained by the CFS and other property owners in order to fight the 
bushfire. While this was the top priority at the time, it did leave some farmers without adequate water for 
stock after the fire period and this presents both an animal welfare issue, and a cost burden for farmers 
who may not be in a financial position to be able to cover the cost of trucking replacement water in.” 
 
Under the proposal, the State Government will work with stakeholders and philanthropic organisations to 
supply, install and fill two tanks with fire-fighting water. The Council will look to secure the land for the 
tanks and be responsible for their ongoing maintenance and filling, and for ensuring emergency services 
can access the water. 
 
A number of possible sites for the location of the tanks are currently being explored.  
 
The project was created after locals identified a need for secure water supplies following the fire. Council 
has worked closely with the affected community since the disaster, including helping fire-affected 
landowners to access information on relevant relief funding and support, and guiding the area’s recovery 
through initiatives including removing fire-damaged trees from roadsides and planning road surface 
upgrades to increase safe access to the area. 
 
“Our residents in the bushfire-affected area of our district identified the need for extra water to be 
available close by for future fire prevention as a priority,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“We welcome the State Government’s contribution to purchase and supply these tanks, and we’re proud 
to be able to assist our community by doing our bit in this project to provide water security for future fire 
emergencies.” 
 
It is anticipated that the tanks will be installed ahead of the coming fire danger season. 
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