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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Mid Murray Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan will guide Council, other levels of 
government and communities on the future provision, development and management of open 
space and recreation facilities.  The Plan relates to all types of open space including 
sportsgrounds, recreation parks, developed and natural riverfront reserves and natural areas. 
 
The Plan will also support enhancements to the character of towns through suggested 
improvements to the public realm (e.g. main streets, streetscapes, entry statements and 
signage). 
 
The Plan considers open space, recreation and the public realm from an asset, social, health and 
wellbeing perspective.  It encourages the activation of open spaces and the provision of sport 
and recreation programs and events, as well as improvements to spaces and assets. 
 
The Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan is closely aligned to the Mid Murray Council 
Community Plan 2016-2020 and it reflects various other plans and directions including a general 
commitment to community health and wellbeing, economic development and tourism. 
 
The Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan incorporates this Strategy report and a 
Planning for Districts Report as shown below.  The study has also involved developing a Mary 
Ann Reserve Master Plan Report. 
 
 
 

Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan Report Outputs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

THE STRATEGY 
Key themes and strategic directions 

PLANNING FOR DISTRICTS 
Directions and opportunities 

for districts and towns 

Mary Ann Reserve 
Master Plan 

Directions, opportunities, 
design  
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The Strategy report provides high level strategic directions and the Planning for Districts Report 
identifies more specific opportunities for districts and towns.  The Strategy report provides the 
framework for the other reports. 
 
 
The Strategy report includes the following main components.   
 
 

Key Components in the Strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

OVERRIDING DIRECTIONS 
Vision, Principles Goals 

IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY 
Implementation Considerations 

THEME STRATEGIES 
6 Themes, Strategies for Key Topics 
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The directions in the Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan are based on a detailed 
analysis of town character, demand, supply, and gaps and opportunities.  The main study 
approach tasks are summarised below. 
 
 
 

The Study Approach 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

1. 

 
2. 

 
3. 

Background Analysis 
Project Set Up, Document Review, Section 94 
Considerations, Mapping, Listings 

Demand Analysis 
Demographics, Trends, Consultation Sessions, Surveys 
On-line Input 

Supply Analysis 
Mapping, Provision Analysis, Site Visits, Hierarchy and Open 
Space Category Consideration 

 
4. Gaps and Opportunities 

Findings Analysis, Identification of Needs, Gaps and 
Opportunities, Demand and Supply Paper 

 
5. Strategy Development 

Directions Identification, Strategy and Report Development, 
Mapping and Visual Presentation 

 
6. Mary Ann Reserve Master Plan 

Analysis, consultations, master plan design 
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OVERRIDING DIRECTIONS 
 
 

The Vision 
 
The Mid Murray region is endowed with diverse townships and appealing river and natural 
environments that attract residents, temporary residents and visitors.  Tourism is a key focus 
across the region as is the commitment to community health and wellbeing. 
 
However, the opportunity exists to increase the liveability, destination value and profile of the 
region and this can be achieved through improvements to open space, recreation facilities and 
the public realm.  The ultimate aim is to increase economic, environmental, health and social 
benefits across the region through the Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan. 
 
With this in mind, the vision for open space, recreation and the public realm to guide Council and 
the region for the next 20 years is as follows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achieving the vision will require an ongoing focus on: 
 

 Improved open space quality and function 
 Distinctive river and recreation destinations 
 Community health and wellbeing 
 Diverse activity and event opportunities 
 Enhanced township character 
 Enhanced environments and heritage 
 Tourism and economic development 

 
 
The Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan will also contribute to achieving the vision in 
the Mid Murray Council Community Plan 2016-2020: 
 
 
 
 
  

Open Space, Recreation & Public Realm Vision 
 

Diverse, distinctive and activated open spaces and places that strengthen 
the unique character and destination value of the Mid Murray region. 
 

Community Plan Vision 
 

The Mid Murray is a model of sustainable prosperity. 
Strong jobs growth, industry attraction and skills development is 
balanced with our commitment to responsible environmental 
management and protection. 
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Key Principles 
 
The following key principles provide a broad framework for the future provision, development and management of open 
space and public realm in the Mid Murray region. 
 
 

Region Wide Benefits 
Open space and the public realm will be designed, developed, managed and used to strengthen and promote district and 
township character and contribute to achieving social, health, economic and tourism benefits across the region. 
 

Destinations 
An emphasis will be placed on creating and strengthening unique and activated open spaces and town destinations to 
provide a recreation and activity focus for communities and visitors. 
 

Place Activation 
Opportunities for activating open spaces and townships through diverse activities, programs and events will be sought to 
contribute to achieving active, healthy and socially connected communities and visitors. 
 

Public Access 
Public access to the Murray River, riverfronts and other open spaces will be maintained and achieved where appropriate to 
support community and visitor use of key open spaces. 
 

Natural Areas 
A focus will be placed on protecting, maintaining, enhancing and where appropriate activating riverfronts and natural areas, 
given these open spaces define the character of the region, attract visitors, support community activity and provide habitat. 
 

Tourism Focus 
There will be a continued commitment to tourism from an economic development and environmental perspective including 
the encouragement of eco-tourism and a strategic approach to attracting day trippers. 
 

Open Space Hierarchy 
A hierarchy and service level approach to the development and management of open space will be adopted, recognising 
that not all open spaces can or should be the same quality. 
 

Open Space Review 
Consideration will be given to reviewing the provision of some open spaces and reducing Council responsibilities with 
Crown land where appropriate to reduce costs and obtain funds to improve other open space spaces.  Any open space 
being considered for divestment should have minimal community, health, environmental and economic value, and be the 
subject of community consultation before any divestment is undertaken. 
 

Planning and Coordination 
A planned and coordinated approach to open space and township development and design will be adopted to appropriately 
involve communities and achieve best practice outcomes. 
 

Partnerships 
Partnerships with other levels of government, communities and organisations will be required to achieve strategies and 
desired outcomes in accordance with the Mid Murray Council Community Plan 2016-2020. 
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Theme Goals 
 
Six Theme headings that collectively address the opportunities for open space, recreation and public realm in the Mid 
Murray region have been identified as presented below.   
 
The Themes indicate what is important to the Mid Murray Region and provide a basis for the directions, strategies and 
projects identified through the Mid Murray Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm Plan. 
 
 

Theme Focus 

Theme 1: The Murray River and Environs 

Theme 2: Recreation and Trails 

Theme 3: Sporting Open Space and Facilities 

Theme 4: Natural Areas and the Environment 

Theme 5: Public Realm and Heritage 

Theme 6: Asset Management 
 
 
An overriding goal is provided for each Theme, together with a rationale for the goal in the table on the following page.   
 
It is important to note that: 

 
Community health and wellbeing, economic development and tourism do not have their own Theme 
as these broad priorities are relevant to most of the Themes and are integrated within the Themes 
and related goals and strategies accordingly. 
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Theme Goals and Rationale 
 
 

Theme 1: The Murray River and Environs 
 

Goal Rationale 

Enhance the quality, appeal and accessibility of the river and 
related developed and natural open spaces, particular linked to 
main towns and open space destinations.  A diversity of quality, 
activated and natural spaces should be provided to support 
community and visitor activity and their connection to the river. 

The Murray River is a major attraction for residents and visitors 
and there is a need and potential to undertake improvements in 
a number of towns and locations and activate open spaces 
connected to the river.  

 
 
 

Theme 2: Recreation and Trails 
 

Goal Rationale 

Support residents and visitors to embrace active lifestyles 
through recreation, program and event opportunities and access 
to good quality, functional and accessible recreation spaces, 
facilities, trails and event spaces. 

Trails, recreation spaces, programs and events have the 
potential to strengthen the profile, appeal and destination value 
of the region and support residents and visitors to be healthy 
and active and live quality lifestyles. 

 
 
 

Theme 3: Sporting Open Space and Facilities 
 

Goal Rationale 

Increase the community value and use of sporting facilities 
across the Mid Murray region through ongoing community 
commitment, targeted sports facility improvements and sport, 
recreation and health participation initiatives.  

The region has a number of sportsgrounds and facilities that 
provide an important health and social inclusion focus for 
communities, but are underutilised.  Opportunities to increase 
the value and use of these facilities are required. 

 
 

 
Theme 4: Natural Areas and the Environment 
 

Goal Rationale 

In partnership with communities and government bodies, 
protect and appropriately manage and use natural areas and aim 
for environmental sustainability with a link to eco-tourism.  This 
includes increasing options for connecting people to nature 
through activities. 

Natural riverfronts and natural areas contribute to the character 
and diversity of the region and have high habitat, recreation, 
health and tourism value.  Protecting and managing natural 
areas should be a priority. 
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Theme 5: Public Realm and Heritage 
 

Goal Rationale 

Strengthen and activate public realm and protect heritage within 
townships and precincts including through streetscapes, entry 
statements, signage and the management of heritage sites and 
structures.  This includes providing opportunities to activate 
towns and spaces through the public realm and heritage 
promotion. 

There is potential to enhance the character and appeal of 
townships by strengthening public realm and maintaining the 
heritage of towns.  This will increase tourism potential and 
support local communities.  In addition, improved streetscapes 
and the promotion of heritage will encourage residents and 
visitors to be more active. 

 
 
 

Theme 6: Asset Management 
 

Goal Rationale 

Manage and plan for open space, recreation and public realm 
assets in a strategic and coordinated manner, with consideration 
given to hierarchy and the appropriate service level of assets. 

Given the size of the region and the number of towns and 
facilities a planned approach is essential.  Adopting hierarchy 
and service levels will ensure the appropriate allocation of 
resources to assets. 
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THEME STRATEGIES 
 
 
Strategies that aim to respond to the issues and opportunities identified through the Mid Murray Open Space, Recreation 
and Public Realm Plan are outlined for each Theme.  The key findings relating to each Theme are provided to give a basis for 
the strategies. 
 
A suggested priority is included where the priority relates to the following timeframe. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Priority Indicative Timing 

Immediate Commence within 12 months 

High Generally commence within 5 years 

Medium Could commence in 5-10 years 

Lower May not commence until after 10 years 

Ongoing Ongoing action to continue for life span of the facility 
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Theme 1: The Murray River and Environs 
 
 
 

Key Findings 
 

1. The Murray River and the riverfront is a priority for the Mid Murray Council and region.  The river supports tourism 
and provides opportunities for diverse water sports, activities and community events, which collectively contribute to 
the health and wellbeing of communities and visitors as well as economic development and tourism. 

2. The Murray River environment includes significant natural areas and cliffs with high Aboriginal and heritage value.  
Retaining, protecting and ensuring the suitable management and use of the natural environment will be essential. This 
includes protecting and planning for the replacement of river red gums as identified in previous planning. 

3. Opportunities to connect the river to the land are required including places to moor boats and utilise and view the 
river.  This justifies some riverfront open spaces to be high quality particularly linked to the main towns along the 
river.  There is potential for cantilevered mooring areas and walkways as well as floating pontoons linked to key 
riverfront areas.  There is a desire and potential to make towns more houseboat friendly. 

4. Riverfronts provide recreation destinations and support community activity and events.  Stop off areas along the river 
are required in the towns (a place to moor boats, picnic, take a walk, exercise). 

5. There has been a tendency to over develop some riverfront areas which takes away their natural values and impacts 
on the function of the open space.  In addition, there is ageing infrastructure within a number of the riverfront 
reserves.  Improvement to developed riverfront areas is required, whilst maintaining natural elements. 

6. Various studies have been undertaken to guide recreation boating and ensure sustainable use of the river.  A key 
focus of the studies is to address riverbank erosion, improve mooring and boating facilities and provide safe activity 
areas on the river.  In the Mid Murray region there is a particular need to: 
- Respond to riverbank erosion (including through boardwalks and jetties) 
- Increase the mooring space particularly in key towns 
- Improve the quality of some boating ramps 
- Increase the number or width of some ramps  
- Enhance the quality and safety of swimming and water sport areas 
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The Murray River and Environs Strategies 
 
 

Topic Strategies Priority 

Riverfront 
Destinations 

1.1 Progressively plan for and upgrade developed riverfront destinations, commencing with 
regional riverfront reserves in the larger towns and around visitor attractions.  Particular 
priorities include: 
- Mary Ann Reserve (in accordance with the master plan) 
- Morgan riverfront (completing improvements and landscaping spaces) 
- Len White Reserve in Swan Reach (addressing boating and recreation needs) 
- Blanchetown riverfront (including a redesign of the old oval area and below Lock 1) 
- Walker Flat (Len Batten Reserve, Hettner Landing and the natural riverfront areas) 
- Riverfronts connected to the proposed Murray Coorong Trail 

High to Medium 

Natural 
Riverfronts 

1.2 Undertake or contribute to improvements to natural riverfronts including through the 
provision of amenities where appropriate, defined traffic and people movement, 
protection and enhancement of native vegetation, weed management and new plantings 
and managed natural embankments.  Particular priorities include: 
- Hermann’s Landing, Central River 
- Greenways Landing, Central River 
- Ngaut Ngaut Conservation Park, Central River (partnering with MACAI and the 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources - DEWNR) 
- Haythorpe Reserve, Mannum 
- Bolto Reserve, Mannum 
- Wall Flat, Mannum and Surrounds 
- Hogwash Bend, Upper River 
- Morgan Conservation Park, Upper River (partnering with DEWNR)  

High to Medium 

River Access and 
Viewing 

1.3 Strengthen and create river access points and viewing areas, particularly in main towns 
and linked to river destinations.  This could include: 
- Management of vehicle movement at river access points 
- Land acquisition in towns to enable river access 
- Access along riverfronts through walkways and boardwalks (including right of way) 
- Improved landscapes, interpretation, seating and shade at river viewing areas, 

particularly linked to main towns and visitor attractions 
- Enhancements to key lookouts including Graetz, Mannum, Blanchetown, 

Blanchetown Bridge, Big Bend, Kroehns and Forster lookouts  

Medium 

Boating  1.4 Upgrade, replace and establish boating and mooring infrastructure to support use of the 
river and connections to main towns, riverfront and recreation destinations, and 
significant natural areas using the Recreational Boating Industry Development Project 
Report (2004) as a guide. 

High 

Water Activities  1.5 Support and manage diverse water activities to contribute to active and healthy 
communities and visitors whilst also managing risks.  This includes: 
- Create defined water activity areas that separate conflicting activities and include 

no boating zones that enable safer spaces for other activities 
- Continue to support and manage use of the river for canoeing, kayaking, water 

skiing, kneeboarding, wakeboarding, fishing and other water sports through the 
provision of recreation spaces, infrastructure and safety information 

- Provide and encourage programs and events linked to defined and safe water 
activity areas and safe entry points  

- Promote and maintain the Mid Murray Maritime River Trail and paddle trails (river 
trails for canoes and kayaks) 

High to Medium 

River 
Conservation 
and Quality  

1.6 Undertake and support initiatives aimed at improving river conservation and quality, and 
responding to and managing river embankment erosion and siltation in accordance with 
past river management and environmental studies.  This includes undertaking structural 
erosion control works with the State Government and removing reeds and willow trees 
where appropriate. 

Medium 
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Theme 2: Recreation and Trails 
 
 

Key Findings 
 
 

1. The ageing population in the Mid Murray region will require lower impact recreation opportunities including walking 
and bike riding (through trails), lower impact sports such as lawn bowls, croquet and boules, indoor fitness and 
sports, and water sports. 

2. Children living across the region require opportunities for recreation including play, sport, bike riding, ball games and 
hard surface areas for scooters, skateboarding and other activities.  The focus on children and families is strong in 
Mannum and has also been identified as a priority in smaller and less well serviced towns such as Morgan and Truro. 

3. Overweight and obesity is becoming a significant across Australia issue including for children.  As such, providing 
opportunities for children and adults to live healthy and active lifestyles through diverse facilities, spaces, programs 
and events are required (OPAL is an existing example of a targeted service). 

4. Affordability is important for the Mid Murray region, with many towns supporting lower income households.  Youth 
unemployment and the loss of young people from the region are also key issues that impact on sport and recreation. 

5. Across the region there are opportunities to create and strengthen recreation destinations (e.g. key recreation parks 
that provide a destination for recreation and community activity).  

6. There is a need and potential to activate recreation reserves (particularly riverfronts and larger parks) to support 
diverse community needs and encourage active and healthy communities.  This includes the integration of 
appropriately designed and located infrastructure to support activities and events as appropriate. 

7. There is potential to improve the design and quality of recreation open spaces.  This includes improving play spaces, 
trails and spaces that support recreation activity. 

8. Many of the playgrounds tend to cater for younger children and there is a need for a greater diversity of activity 
opportunities for older children and youth.  This has particularly been identified as a need in Morgan and Mannum  

9. A number of towns have school ovals, spaces and facilities that should be made available to communities.  Some are 
less accessible than they ideally would be, such as Cambrai and Keyneton. 

10. Events are a focus across the region and there is a need for large quality spaces with infrastructure to support 
events, markets and community activities, particularly on key riverfront areas, linked to ovals and on larger open 
space parcels of land suitable for recreation use. 

11. There is strong interest in the development of walking and bike trails around and between towns to create walkable 
towns, promote heritage, support tourism and provide unique recreation activity opportunities.   

12. There is potential to strengthen trail and walking opportunities and trails can be used to support tourism and create 
an active community.  The Murray Coorong Trail is to be established over time (of which a significant proportion will 
travel through the Mid Murray Council area).  There could be opportunities for connections to trails and destinations 
to be achieved through road reserves and historic stock routes (specific opportunities should be identified).  Trail 
signage and interpretation is required across the region. 

13. There is potential for paddle trails along the River Murray to be identified and promoted.  This includes supporting 
and promoting the Mid Murray Maritime River Trail. 

14. There is community demand for formalised footpaths to support walking around towns and as part of town heritage 
trails. 

15. There is a need to manage trail bikes, 4x4 vehicles and noisy sport activities (shooting etc) on both public and private 
land. 
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Recreation and Trails Strategies 
 

Topic Strategies Priority 

Community 
Health Through 
Programs and 
Activated 
Spaces 

2.1 Establish, encourage and support programs, events, markets and other initiatives that 
benefit community health and wellbeing and help reduce the risk of people becoming 
overweight and obese.  This includes providing opportunities for communities and 
visitors of all ages to be active and connected through events, programs and markets 
that activate open spaces and main streets.   

High and 
ongoing 

Non River 
Recreation 
Destinations 

2.2 Create and enhance recreation destinations away from the Murray River to provide a 
focus for specific recreation activities, local communities and visitors, particularly in non 
river towns.  Opportunities include: 
- Larger tracts of town centre land such as Heroes Park linked to Pioneer Park in 

Truro 
- Smaller town parks and stop off areas, such as in Cambrai and Cadell 
- Recreation spaces within sportsgrounds such as in Palmer, Sedan, Blanchetown, 

Mannum and Morgan 
- Recreation spaces linked to natural areas such as at Mannum Waterfalls (subject to 

Aboriginal heritage considerations) 
- Recreation settings linked to the Marne River, e.g. the Bridge Reserve 

High 

Quality Play and 
Exercise Spaces 

2.3 Increase the diversity, quality and uniqueness of play spaces to cater for all age groups.  
This includes: 
- Create 2-3 regional play spaces within the region (linked to regional destinations) 
- Establish at least one quality play space in each town 
- Provide nature based and less developed play opportunities 
- Provide play and adventure opportunities for older children and youth 
- Consider exercise equipment at key locations to support older age groups and 

general health and fitness in the community 

Medium 

Place Activation 2.4 Activate regional, district and township riverfronts, recreation parks and sportsgrounds to 
deliver health and wellbeing outcomes and cater for diverse groups through facilities, 
programs and events.  This includes: 
- Provide adventure recreation opportunities (continued mobile skate park, bike 

jumps, rock climbing, ropes course) 
- Provide other exercise and physical activity opportunities (exercise equipment, ping 

pong) 
- Facilitate, support and coordinate recreation activities and programs that make 

good use of open spaces and public realm (for residents and visitors) 
- Create event spaces and support infrastructure at key riverfront and recreation 

destinations and hold or encourage key events at these spaces 

High and 
ongoing 

Trails 
Development, 
Management 
and Activation 

2.5 Continue to establish and promote trail connections and local trails across and beyond 
the region and strengthen the Mid Murray region’s destination value for longer distance 
walking, cycling and horse riding.  To assist this process, the development of a Mid 
Murray Trails Strategy is suggested.  Particular opportunities include: 
- The Murray Coorong Trail (funding allocated and development underway) 
- Activation of the Mid Murray Maritime River Trail (promotion, programs) 
- Township connections e.g. between Cambrai and Sedan, and Morgan to Cadell  
- Links to other trails and regions such as through Truro and Keyneton and to the 

Barossa Valley 
- Improvements to local heritage trails (signage, paths) 
- Opportunities to use road reserves including for walking, bike and horse riding trails 
- The integration of trails within future urban developments 
- Bike networks within and between towns (through defined paths and signage 

connecting to main streets and destinations) 
- Cycling and walking events that utilise and promote trails 
- Ongoing trail management (including through community involvement) to ensure 

the safety and appeal of trails is retained 

High to Lower 

Pathways and 
Footpaths 

2.6 Establish pathway and footpath networks and improve the quality and safety of paths 
around streets and in key reserves in townships to support communities to be active. 

High and 
ongoing 
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Theme 3: Sporting Open Space and Facilities 
 
 

Key Findings 
 
 

1. The town of Mannum should be recognised as a ‘sports hub’ given it has a quality sports ground and provides a 
range of other high level sports facilities including the rowing club, bowls club and Mannum Leisure Centre.  
Mannum is best placed to support major sports events. 

2. The number of ovals is high for the population size and in some towns, there is a school oval as well as a community 
oval.  However, the ovals provide a hub for community activity and events and the size and geography of the region 
justifies a spread of ovals.   

3. A number of the sportsgrounds are community owned and managed although Council contributes to their 
maintenance.  Whilst communities are prepared to maintain and manage their facilities there is no justification to 
suggest the removal of any sportsground. 

4. There will be a need to maintain and improve all sportsgrounds over time including through the continued support 
of Council and grant funding as well continued ‘in kind’ contributions and fund raising through the community.  Field 
surface quality is a particular issue and the quality of field lighting is an issue at some sportsgrounds, including at 
Mannum.  Security and surrounding lighting is often lacking at sports grounds and community halls and facilities. 

5. The small population size of towns makes it difficult for sports to grow and prosper.  Mannum has the greatest focus 
on sport, but sport is also important in the smaller towns.  However, participation numbers are low in some smaller 
towns and a number of the ovals are not used for competition sport.  Opportunities to broaden the use of 
sportsgrounds should be considered (including through events, markets, tourism use and broader community 
activities).  Council has funded a number of sports development programs over recent years (including through the 
OPAL program) and there is demand for this service focus to continue.  The mobile skate park is used and valued. 

6. Most buildings and halls located within the sportsgrounds are ageing or have design constraints.  A program of 
improvement will be required in the future.   

7. The cost of water is an issue for sports and opportunities to efficiently provide water and reduce costs would ideally 
be considered.  For example, Morgan oval water costs could be reduced by piping water to the oval. 

8. The Mannum Leisure Centre has been identified as a key indoor sport and recreation facility that requires (based on 
past planning): 

- Improved signage 
- Lighting upgrades 
- Building refurbishments 
- Potential broadened and increased use and activities (including a potential youth focus) 
- Potential flexibility of management 
- Promotion, marketing and sponsorship 
- Increased ‘business like’ focus 

9. The Cambrai swimming pool facility is ageing and there is evidence of the pool cracking.  There would be a need for 
improvements, potentially in partnership with the school, if retaining the facility and upgrades are feasible.  

10. Opportunities for partnerships with schools and community use of school facilities (including swimming pools, ovals 
and indoor facilities) should be considered.  There could be potential to connect the school pool at Mannum to an 
upgraded Mannum Leisure Centre. 
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Sporting Open Space and Facilities Strategies 
 
 

Topic Strategies Priority 

Mannum as a 
Sports Hub 

3.1 Promote and establish Mannum as a sports hub including by improving facilities and 
encouraging and seeking major sports events within the town.  This includes promoting 
the sports complex, rowing club and various other sports and groups as part of an 
integrated quality sports hub.  The sports complex may require improved lighting and 
club facilities for this to occur. 

High 

Sports Ground 
Improvements 

3.2 Facilitate and support improvements to buildings, playing surfaces and support 
infrastructure at sportsgrounds in accordance with hierarchy and the level of facility 
usage.  Particular priorities include: 
- Club building improvements and consolidation   
- Lighting upgrades at some ovals and court facilities 
- Outdoor court upgrades 
- Supporting community driven initiatives and grant funding 
- A review and modernisation of irrigation systems and water access 

High to Lower 

Sports Facility 
Activation 

3.3 In partnership with sports clubs, community committees, schools and OPAL programs, 
develop and promote a sports facility activation program that encourages a range of 
sport and community participation programs and community events and activities across 
the region.  Seek funding through the Office for Recreation and Sport and SA Health for 
this initiative.  

Medium 

Adventure and 
Noisy Sports 

3.4 Support adventure sports and activities including those linked to natural settings, 
providing safety and environmental impacts are appropriately managed.  In addition, 
support motor sports on sites that have minimal environmental and residential impact 
(including on private land).  Develop a policy to support and guide the activities. 

Medium 

Mannum Leisure 
Centre 

3.5 Undertake improvements to the Mannum Leisure Centre including a redesign of the 
centre and diversification of activities, giving consideration to the Mannum Leisure 
Centre Review 2010. 

High 

Other Indoor 
Sport and 
Recreation 

3.6 Increase the opportunities for indoor sport, recreation and health initiatives through the 
appropriate design and use of existing facilities including: 
- Design of community halls and buildings to support health, fitness, sports and child 

and youth activities in towns 
- Design and management of sports buildings to diversify their use and support 

indoor sport, recreation and health 
- Address health and safety issues associated with gyms and fitness centres 

established by communities and sports bodies 
- Use of school facilities for indoor activities (this will require management 

arrangements with DECD and schools that enable community access to school 
facilities) 

Medium to 
Lower 

Swimming Pools 3.7 Undertake improvements to the swimming pool facilities and enable community access 
to school pools in partnership with DECD.  This includes: 
- Upgrade the Cambrai swimming pool in partnership with DECD 
- Review the suitability of the Mannum pool and whether there should be a stronger 

link to the Mannum Leisure Centre 
- Establish management arrangements with DECD and schools that enable 

community access to school swimming pools 

High to Medium 
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Theme 4: Natural Areas and the Environment 
 
 

Key Findings 
 
 

1. Council’s Community Plan 2016-2020 places a strong focus on ‘balancing environmental protection and 
management with growth and development’. 

2. Natural areas represent a large proportion of open space in the region and the natural environment (cliffs, hills, 
trees, colours) defines the unique character of the Mid Murray region.   

3. There is a need to identify, protect and enhance key natural areas along the river and non river sites (including water 
reserves and natural areas with heritage value).   

4. Many natural areas are Crown land and the responsibilities for management may need to be considered if 
improvements are required. 

5. There is potential to activate some natural settings to increase opportunities for community health and wellbeing.  
Mannum Waterfalls Reserve has been identified as a priority for enhancement and management (with potential for 
trails, picnic settings, interpretation and the protection of Indigenous heritage sites). 

6. Roadside vegetation provides habitat corridors and there is community interest in expanding, maintaining and 
enhancing the roadside vegetation.  The management of the roadside corridors needs to be reviewed with some 
being over grown and weed infested. 

7. Natural areas are in high demand for houseboat mooring and camping.  The protection and enhancement of the 
natural environment is sought by users as well as environmental groups.   

8. Camping in natural settings s particularly popular across the Mid Murray region and linked to the Murray River.  
There is demand for free camping areas and Recreation Vehicle dump points.   

9. There are a number of key natural settings that are used by the general public for recreation and a connection to the 
river, such as Bolto Reserve and Haythorpe Reserve (Mannum), the Wall Flat camping area (linked to the community 
hall and amenities) and Hogwash Bend (Cadell).  It will be important to retain community access and maintain such 
spaces to support high levels of use whilst retaining their natural elements. 

10. Many natural areas incorporate sites with Indigenous heritage value and the identification, protection and 
appropriate management of these sites is required. 

11. Natural settings along the river with significant red gums are highly valued.  Landscape Concepts have been 
developed for Bolto and Haythorpe Reserves (Mannum).  A ‘succession tree planting and management program’ 
(using the same species and forward planning for tree planting) should be adopted. 

12. There is potential to increase and enhance natural vegetation in large and smaller open spaces to increase habitat 
for birds and wildlife and enhance the character and appeal of parks. 

13. Sustainable Recreation Management Plans have been developed for sites with a natural and recreation focus 
including Hogwash Bend, Haythorpe Reserve and Bolto Reserve.  Key directions in these studies relate to: 

- Riverbank erosion 
- Tree management 
- Environmental damage 
- Intensive use impacts 
- Facility appropriateness 
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Natural Areas and the Environment Strategies 
 
 

Topic Strategies Priorities 

Natural Area 
Conservation 

4.1 In partnership with key government and community bodies (DEWNR, NRM, Landcare) 
protect and conserve natural areas that have environmental significance, with a 
particular focus on riverfront natural areas and larger tracts of bushland with indigenous 
and native remnant vegetation.  Potential priorities include: 
- Shell Hill, Black Hill 
- Ngaut Ngaut Conservation Park (DEWNR), Central River 
- The Marne River Corridor, Central River 
- Three Chain Roads, Central River 
- The Gap Lake 
- Mannum Waterfalls, Mannum 
- Morgan Conservation Park (DEWNR), Upper River 
- TP Bellchambers Reserve, Apamurra 

High to Lower 

Natural Area 
Management 

4.2 Support and facilitate natural area restoration and weed management through 
community projects.  Place a particular focus on significant bushland and riverfront areas 
with native vegetation including indigenous plant species.  

High and 
ongoing 

Nature Based 
Recreation and 
Tourism 

4.3 Establish, enhance and where appropriate activate large nature based recreation parks 
across the region to increase community access to natural areas and enhance the health 
and wellbeing of communities and visitors.  Improvements could include trails, picnic 
settings, amenities, interpretation and where appropriate camping areas.  A range of 
programs and events could be linked to natural settings.  Key sites that could be 
activated and improved could include: 
- Mannum Waterfalls, Mannum 
- Morgan Conservation Park, Upper River 

Medium to 
Lower 

Nature Based 
Tourism 

4.4 Support and manage nature based camping and eco-tourism through appropriate 
amenities and infrastructure, ensuring the site’s environmental significance and value to 
the community is not impacted on.  Particular opportunities include: 
- Hogwash Bend, Upper River 
- Bolto Reserve, Mannum 
- Wall Flat, Mannum and Surrounds 
- Haythorpe Reserve, Mannum 
- Hermanns Landing, Central River 
- Stonefield river bed 
- Swamp Hen Reserve (including a potential boardwalk at Lake Bywaters to link with 

camping at Swan Hen) 

High to Lower 

Native 
Vegetation for 
Habitat 

4.5 Consider participating in the Habitat Stepping Stones program and undertaking native 
vegetation planting in larger open spaces and local parks and streetscapes to increase 
habitat and broaden the role of open spaces. 

Medium 

Tree 
Management 

4.6 Undertake a program of tree management and tree replacement particularly in regional 
and district natural areas, riverfronts and recreation parks.  The tree management 
should remove dead limbs in higher use parks (e.g. Mary Ann Reserve, Morgan 
Riverfront) and use indigenous and other appropriate species as part of the tree 
replacement program. 

Medium 

Roadside 
Vegetation 

4.7 Identify, protect and manage significant roadside vegetation in accordance with the 
Native Vegetation Act 1991 and through the development of Roadside Vegetation 
Management Plans for key vegetation corridors (e.g. Three Chain Road vegetation near 
Cambrai). 

Medium 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

4.8 Adopt, facilitate and promote environmental sustainability initiatives relating to building 
and landscape design, energy efficiency (solar panels, efficient heating and cooling) and 
water management and use. 

Medium 
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Theme 5: Public Realm and Heritage 
 
 
 

Key Findings 
 

1. There is strong community interest across the Mid Murray region for town beautification through the public realm 
including: 

- Town entrance statements 
- Unique art works and cultural expression 
- Increased trees in town streets 
- Improved lighting particularly in main streets 

2. There is a desire and potential for public realm to be used to reflect the different characteristics of townships. 

3. There is a need to plant more trees in streets to create street character and shade, particularly in the township main 
streets.  This includes ensuring trees are appropriate for the town character and micro climate of the area. 

4. Streetscape Plans have been developed for Truro, Swan Reach and Mannum.  Implementing these plans and 
improving streetscapes is now required. 

5. Signage into towns is often faded and the ‘sense of entry’ is lacking (confirming the need to improve entrance 
statements and signage). 

6. Many buildings and streets in townships have heritage value and contribute to the tourism appeal and liveability of 
towns.  Protecting these buildings will be important.  A number of towns have established heritage walks that 
encourage visitors and residents to be active. 

7. A number of the cemeteries in the Mid Murray region have heritage value due to the age of graves and the 
character of sites and their landscapes. 

8. The Mid Murray region incorporates a number of European and Indigenous heritage sites, memorials, features and 
facilities (e.g. Ngaut Ngaut Conservation Park, Mannum Waterfalls, museums) that require protection, enhancement 
and where appropriate promotion. 

9. There could be potential to establish additional camping areas or extend existing camping areas near towns to 
better service visitors.  In some instances, there could be potential to extend existing caravan parks or camping areas 
as part of a commercial arrangement.  

10. Some caravan parks and camping areas could be enhanced through Council, community or commercial 
arrangements.  Any lease or licence agreement should require an ongoing commitment to improving facilities to 
benefit residents, shack owners and visitors.   
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Public Realm and Heritage Strategies 
 
 

Topic Strategies Priority 

Strengthening 
Town Character  

5.1 Enhance township features and characteristics through unique landscapes, art works, 
lighting and signage.  This includes: 
- Undertake a program of streetscape upgrade in the main streets and pedestrian 

areas.  Streetscape Plans for Truro, Swan Reach and Mannum should be 
implemented and plans for other towns that would benefit should be developed 
(e.g. Morgan and Blanchetown) 

- Protect and increase the attraction of cemeteries with heritage features including 
through the protection and management of headstones, and enhancements to 
landscapes, shade, pathways and seating 

High to Medium 

Main Streets as 
a Focus 

5.2 Seek Main Street program funding and with community involvement progressively 
undertake main street planning and upgrade programs that reinforce the unique 
character of townships.  Undertake improvements through landscaping, art works, 
pathways, lighting and other innovations.  

Immediate and 
ongoing 

Heritage Sites 5.3 Identify, protect and appropriately manage Aboriginal and European heritage sites, 
buildings and features within and near townships and incorporate these items within 
Council’s Development Plan and local heritage register as appropriate. 

High to Medium 

Heritage 
Promotion 

5.4 Continue to promote the heritage of the region through maintaining quality museums, 
interpretation and information and directional signage, particularly in the Mannum, 
Swan Reach and Morgan heritage centres. 

Medium 

Entry 
Statements and 
signage  

5.5 In consultation with communities, establish entrance statements and improve signage at 
each of the main townships, showing links to the Mid Murray region and district 
characteristics.  The entrance statements could include unique local art works and 
landscapes and directional and information signage and interpretation could reflect and 
promote the character and heritage of townships, districts and the region. 

High to Medium  
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Theme 6: Asset Management 
 
 
 

Key Findings 
 
 

1. Key operational issues identified through open space site visits include: 
- Weed management (particularly natural areas) 
- Poor drainage 
- Land undulation (including ovals) 
- A lack of infrastructure (e.g. seating) in some reserves and over development in others 

2. In the past, there has been a tendency to replace assets with ‘like with like’.  A more proactive and targeted 
approach including the provision of unique and higher quality assets and features is suggested. 

3. Irrigation systems linked to ovals, riverfronts and key parks are in need of upgrade (existing systems lack efficiency 
with no automation or controls). 

4. The poor quality and appeal of signage is an issue across the Mid Murray region.  Town entrance signs are the same 
style and colour and many are faded. 

5. There is a community desire for Bin Banks to be better managed and in some cases removed.  The dumping of 
rubbish at bins by tourists and local shack owners is an issue across the region. 

6. Communities require support regarding planning for and achieving open space improvements and initiatives, 
including support in the design of spaces and seeking grant funding. 

7. There could be potential for some Council land to be assessed and reviewed (and potentially divested) although 
there will need to be a commitment to protect valuable and valued land.  The following could be reviewed: 

- Large rural allotments and undeveloped land located across the region 
- Small parcels of land in towns that have limited value and there is other usable open space nearby 
- Sites that are difficult to manage and have limited community, health, recreation or environmental value 
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Asset Management Strategies 
 
 

Topic Strategies Priority 

Hierarchy  6.1 Adopt a hierarchy and service level approach to providing, developing and managing open 
space and assets.  This includes: 
- Utilise the hierarchy guide provided in the Open Space, Recreation and Public Realm 

Plan to guide development and management 
- Allocate service levels to specific assets as part of Council’s Community Land 

Management Plan and asset management processes and manage accordingly 

Immediate 

Asset Provision 6.2 Manage and enhance assets to address issues associated with over supply and condition.  
This includes reviewing: 
- Buildings, including the consolidation of buildings over time 
- Amenities, including toilet building removal and upgrade 
- Playgrounds, including replacement (or removal) to meet Australian Standards 
- Bin Banks, including the removal of some to address management issues 

High 

Land 
Assessment  

6.3 Undertake a process of community land review to determine whether some land parcels 
should be divested based on Council’s Disposal of Assets Policy (providing they have 
limited community or environmental value). 

Medium 

Site Planning 6.4 Taking previous planning into consideration where appropriate, develop master plans and 
concept plans for significant open spaces and main streets to ensure their appropriate 
design and development.  In particular: 
- Develop master plans for destination riverfront and recreation parks 
- Develop concept plans for reserves and streetscapes that require design guidance 

and are high profile (main streets, district parks and riverfronts, key camping 
grounds) 

Medium 

Support to 
Communities 

6.5 Support communities through grant funding and planning advice relating to open spaces, 
recreation and sport facilities and the public realm.  This could include a greater 
commitment to community liaison and volunteer support. 

Immediate 
and ongoing 

Commercial 
Opportunities 

6.6 Support commercial opportunities that have economic, environmental, health and social 
benefits.  This includes: 
- Considering opportunities for cafes/restaurants, boating and water sport activities 

and camping grounds 
- Encouraging ongoing investment into spaces and facilities (caravan park upgrades, 

building improvements) 
- Obtaining camping fees where there are amenities 
- Improving the tourism value of caravan facilities and camping areas 
- Supporting markets and other commercial events 
- Encourage the private sector to invest in commercial initiatives that benefit the 

region and communities (e.g. tourism and economic development) 

Medium 
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IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY 
 
 
The Open Space, Recreation & Public Realm Plan will need to be implemented over time in accordance with available 
resources and broader Council and community priorities.  The Plan provides a guide for ‘what needs to be done’ and ‘what 
the higher priorities are’ as resources become available.  The Plan will be implemented over the next 10 years and beyond. 
 
Some of the directions and strategies in the Plan will not require funding or can be achieved within Council’s existing 
budgets.  Some strategies will require Council’s role to be a facilitator, influencer or supporter rather than the funder.  
Other strategies may need to be led by community groups in order to be achieved.  Both Council and communities are 
experienced in achieving great outcomes with limited resources and this skill will assist in achieving the implementation. 
 
A number of the strategies will require grant funding through other levels of government and the role of Council and other 
agencies will be to seek and manage the allocation of funds.  Opportunities for achieving funds that can be used for open 
space projects will need to be considered by Council, e.g. the use of funds obtained through commercial arrangements or 
land divestment. 
 
To assist with the implementation, key priorities have been identified by Council.  The main priorities for implementation, 
particularly over the next 5 years, are outlined below for OVERALL PRIORITIES and DISTRICT PRIORITIES. 
 

OVERALL PRIORITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
(listed in order of priority to reflect Council priorities at the time of the study) 
 

1. Riverfront Destinations 
2. Boating (moorings, boat ramps) 
3. Public Realm (main streets, streetscapes, entry statements, signage) 
4. Town Parks and Spaces (play, youth) 
5. Trails Development (regional + local) 
6. Sportsground Improvements 
7. Place Activation (programs, events) 
8. Natural Areas (river, conservation) 
9. Indoor Sport and Swimming Pools 

 
 

DISTRICT PRIORITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
(listed in order of priority to reflect Council priorities at the time of the study) 
 

The Range The Plains Upper River Central River Mannum & 
Surrounds 

 Parking Bay, Truro 
 Community Oval 

Keyneton 
 Collier Park Palmer 
 Heroes Park, Truro 
 Heritage Promotion 

(all towns) 

 Cambrai pool 
 Sedan Streetscape 
 Cambrai Sports 

Ground 
 Sedan Recreation 

Park  

 Blanchetown 
Riverfront & Old 
Oval area  

 Youth Space 
Morgan 

 Morgan 
Streetscape 

 Hogwash Bend 
 Morgan 

Conservation Park 

 Len White Reserve 
and Wharf area, 
Swan Reach 

 Walker Flat 
Riverfront  

 Graetz Lookout, 
Swan Reach 

 Nildottie Lookout 
and River Link 

 Mary Ann Reserve, 
Mannum 

 Mannum 
Waterfalls 

 Haythorpe & Bolto 
Reserves 

 Bowhill Riverfront 
 Wall Flat camping 

area 
 Mannum Leisure 

Centre 
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As a ‘next step’ to the planning, Council will consider costings for projects to further guide the implementation.  In addition, 
Business Plans and feasibility studies may be required for some projects before they proceed (such as improvements to 
indoor and aquatic facilities). 
 
A partnership approach to implementation and the involvement of community groups and other government bodies will be 
essential as Council will not have the resources to undertake all strategies or opportunities on its own.  This could require 
increasing the commitment to supporting volunteers and liaising with community groups. 
 
It is suggested that a formalised group who can guide the implementation of the Plan be established.  This could include 3-4 
Council staff and 3-4 members of the Open Space and Recreation Advisory Group.  The group could meet every 3-6 months 
to discuss the status of the Plan and consider other opportunities and changing needs and priorities.  The Open Space, 
Recreation & Public Realm Plan should be a working document that will evolve over time through Council. 
 
The Implementation Group could report to the Open Space and Recreation Advisory Group on the status of implementation 
every 12 months to enable input by the wider membership of that group.  A formal review and update of the Plan should be 
undertaken annually.  A detailed review of the whole Strategy including consultations with the community should be 
undertaken every 5 years. 
 
In summary, the key messages relating to implementation of the Open Space, Recreation & Public Realm Plan are as 
follows: 
 

1. The Plan does not commit Council or any other body to allocate funds.  It is a guide as 
resources become available. 

2. Not all directions and strategies will require additional funding. 

3. Council and communities will have the ability to achieve strategies within existing resources 
or with little resources.   

4. A number of the strategies and related projects will need to be led by communities or other 
bodies (e.g. DEWNR). 

5. Partnerships and grant funding will be essential. 

6. An Implementation Group (as a sub group of the Open Space and Recreation Advisory Group) 
is suggested to lead the implementation of the Plan. 

7. The Open Space, Recreation & Public Realm Plan should be reviewed and updated on an 
ongoing basis.  It should be a working document that continues to evolve. 


