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Community chips in to begin Palmer 
Nature Playspace development 

 
The hard work and fundraising efforts of a small yet persistent community 
group has paid off, with construction of a community-funded nature playspace 
about to begin in Palmer. 
 
Mid Murray Council is assisting the Palmer Collier Park Community 
Association (PCPCA) to create an engaging natural playground for children at 
Collier Park, which is tipped to become a family-friendly destination for locals 
and visitors alike. 
 
Stage one of development is about to commence at the site, with the 
playspace due to be completed in stages.  
 
One of the main instigators of the project is Palmer Collier Park Community 
Association Secretary Maxine Borchardt, who says the whole community has 
“chipped in” to help fund the project. 
 
“Over the last year, we’ve raised over $10,000 with events and donations from 
the Cricket Club, the CFS, the Palmer Hotrod committee and the Palmer Hotel 
social club,” she says. 
 
“It’s proof that when communities get together, big things can happen.” 
 
The project is expected to cost around $79,000, with Council contributing in-
kind support, including ground preparation, installation assistance and minor 
materials. 
 
Mid Murray Council’s Obesity Prevention and Lifestyle (OPAL) program has 
also supported the PCPCA to facilitate community consultation and develop a 
concept design for the playspace. 
 
Council’s Acting Director of Community Services and OPAL Program 
Manager Amy Loechel says she expects the playspace will become the new 
“community hub” of Palmer. 
 
“The concept is to create a nature-based playspace for young people to have 
fun and be active, while also challenging their developmental needs. This  
distinctive and unique playspace will be a key feature of the Mid Murray 
region,” she says. 
 
“At this point in time, there is no other play space of that size and scale within 
Council region and I expect it will be immensely popular with locals and 
visitors alike.” 



 

 

 

 
With statistics showing that 1 in 3 children  in the Mid Murray region 
are developmentally vulnerable, Ms Loechel says playspaces which 
incorporate the natural environment are important places for children’s social, 
mental and physical wellbeing. 
 
“Research shows that nature-based playgrounds keep kids socially and 
emotionally active. With statistics showing that children spend as much time 
indoors as a prisoner in high security confinement, engaging children in 
outdoor play, and away from digital devices, for longer periods of time has 
major benefits,” she says. 
 
“They also provide important social connections for children and families in 
regional areas and help children develop a connection with nature.” 
 
Ms Loechel says she was impressed with the tenacity of the PCPCA group, 
who first flagged the project more than a decade ago. 
 
“The PCPCA has worked very hard to make this come to fruition. The 
Association has been doing a lot of on the ground fundraising and rallying of 
community groups to get financial support from social clubs and the 
community,” she says. 
 
“Council is happy to support active community groups with plans and 
endeavours in a partnership.” 
 
Mrs Borchardt says she’s looking forward to seeing the youngest generation 
of Palmer children enjoy the new playspace as it takes shape at Collier Park. 
 
“I’m also looking forward to seeing my grandkids come and play on it,” she 
says, with a smile. 
  
“It’s going to be fantastic, it’s something the town has needed for a long time 
and we thank Council for their support in making our dream come true.” 
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