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MID MURRAY CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
INVITED TO PRESENT ON NATIONAL STAGE 

 
A unique Mid Murray collaboration which has had a major impact into the lives of local children 
and families has received a special invitation to present at Change Fest 2018 - the Collaboration 
for Impact’s national conference held in November. 
 
It’s one of many recent honours bestowed on Mid Murray Family Connections (MMFC), which 
began in 2013 as a response to data, which showed the Mid Murray was home to some of the 
most developmentally vulnerable children in Australia. 
 
Now, in its fifth year, and including more than 40 stakeholders and partners across the region, 
the collaboration is going from strength to strength after recently winning the National 
Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (NAPCAN) Award in 2017. 
 
MMFC coordinator Kiran King says she was honoured to help lead the only South Australian 
initiative asked to present at the national event. 
 
“The conference is for people from all sectors who are leading collaborative change and working 
for better outcomes for their communities and we’re proud to be invited to present,” she says. 
 
“Mid Murray Family Connections ensures childrens’ wellbeing is prioritised across all 
developmental stages and they’re provided with opportunities to have the best start in life. 
 
“We’ve had enormous wins during the last few years and recent data highlights it. The 2015 
Australian Early Development Census results show the percentage of children classified as 
developmentally vulnerable dropped from 32.4% in 2012 to 18.8% in 2015. This is huge.” 
 
Ms King will present an outline of the MMFC journey at the Queensland conference, joining 
other practitioners from around Australia working to achieve large-scale social change.  
 
“The conference will offer a chance to show our locally produced short film, highlighting the 
collaboration’s success, and a reflection of our journey, so others in the industry can understand 
what we’ve been able to achieve,” Ms King says. 
 
In November last year, one of MMFC’s initiatives - Mid Murray Mums – was launched. This is a 
social media group which aims to connect young isolated mothers across the region. This builds 
on the Community Accountability Plan which the group launched in 2016, and the formation of 
four working groups across the region, which support outcomes for the wellbeing of children 
from birth to eight years. 
 
Mid Murray Mayor Dave Burgess believes the exceptional work involved in the Mid Murray 
program could be used as a global model for creating social change in communities where 
children are at high risk of developmental vulnerabilities. 
 



 

“Mid Murray Family Connections is an incredible initiative which often flies under 
the radar, but its impact on children and families in our community is quite amazing, and now 
the statistics reflect that,” Mayor Burgess says. 
 
“I’m not surprised national leaders have started to take notice, because this approach could be 
adopted in other areas around the world.  
 
“The passionate team leading it, and community members giving up their time to drive it need to 
be commended. This work will have an impact on our district for years to come and our Council is 
committed to its sustainability.” 
 
Ms King thanked Mid Murray Council for being the “backbone” of the collaboration. 
 
“We are a collective of individuals, agencies, organisations, community groups and businesses 
committed to working together to achieve these outcomes and thanks to the ongoing support of 
Mid Murray Council, our work continues into the future.” 
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